
Miami Valley Bridge Association Board Meeting 

Minutes – September 20, 2022 

 

Final 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by president Jim Rachal.  

 

Present: Georgia Banziger, Anita Brand, Ernie Dalton, Joyce Dennis, Tom Griswold, 

Joe Hamman, Merilace Huff, Jim and Sandi Rachal, Stefanie and Bob Stitt, Ilse 

Tebbetts, and Mike Thill.   

 

Excused: Lori Harner and Stuart Petersen       Absent: Joanne Deutsch 

 

Minutes: A motion to accept minutes of the August 14th regular meeting of the 

board and the minutes of a special board meeting convened on August 19 

(Bob/Mike) was passed without dissent. 

 

Treasurers Report: Tom reported that, thanks to income from recent tournaments 

held in Dayton, especially to the regional, the Miami Valley Bridge Association is, for 

the first time this year, out of the red. The MVBA Profit and Loss statement shows a 

small profit of some $400. 

 In other business, Tom said, he had found a local club player, Gary Tagg, who 

has volunteered to conduct the needed audit of our books, free of charge. Tom will 

meet with Tagg in the next few weeks and, by the next meeting, the audit (or plans for 

it) will likely be underway. 

 Tom also noted that the unit paid $700 to the landlord for the long awaited 

replacement of the awning over the front door. 

 

Investment Report:  The financial status of the investment account is a less cheerful 

story, Tom said.  A graph of the S&P index, which he presented, tells it all. The 

account—currently at about $104,000 has lost more than 17% of its value since the 

first of the year. A total of about $4,500 has been taken out of the investment account, 

this year, to support unit and club expenses. The good news here, Tom reported, is 

that there has been no need to sell anything in order to provide these funds.There is 

almost $8,000 of working capital still available in the account, so we should be all 

right till he end of the year, he concluded. A motion to accept the treasurer’s and 

investment reports (Merilace/Sandi) was passed unanimously. 
 

Bridge Center Report:  Largely thanks to profits from the recent local regional, 

profit-and-loss figures for the Miami Valley Bridge Club show that it is now 

within a whisker of moving into the black (i.e. -$1.00), according to Georgia.  

The club has about $2,600 in its checking account.  
 



Unfinished Business:  Georgia reported that, the recent regional tournament held 

at the bridge club, was a considerable financial success.  A summary report she 

distributed showed that while total income was about $7,300, expenses totaled 

some $2,200.  She noted that generous MVBC members donated almost $1,000 

worth of hospitality items, which helped considerably in keeping the costs down. 

Subtracting the earlier $250 down payment we made to the Hope Hotel (the 

originally planned site for the tournament) our profit amounted to almost $4,700.  

Georgia then suggested that we return the portion of the down payment paid to 

the Hope Hotel by the Columbus bridge club before that club dissolved and 

withdrew from co-sponsorship of the regional.  A motion to return the share of 

the deposit paid by the Columbus club to the Hope Hotel (Steffi/Joe) was 

passed unanimously.  

 

New Business:   

- Nominating Committee: Jim announced that the board needed a 

nominating committee for the upcoming election for president, vice 

president, and secretary as well as four members of the board.  Tom 

volunteered to chair that committee. 

- 2023 Regional:  The board next turned its attention to a discussion of 

two memos -- one from Jim, and one from Steve Moese, president of 

the District 11 board of directors, which outlined recent facts and posed 

questions about next year’s regional tournaments. The tournament the 

MVBC is scheduled to share responsibility for would take place in 

August/September.  Jim said he will need to present some kind of plan 

for presentation to the D-11 board meeting on Nov. 12. Board members 

briefly covered such relevant topics as possible places to hold the 

games, the number of days for the tournament’s duration, and the 

possibility of persuading the ACBL to lower its sanction fees.  While no 

specific action was taken on these topics, Jim reminded the board that 

the first order of business was to recruit a chair for the event.  Steffi 

called Bob and reported that he would volunteer for that position.  

- Christmas party: Steffi reminded the board that we needed to set a date 

for the Christmas party.  A decision was made to hold a weekend, 

daytime party as we did last year and to set the date for Saturday, 

December 3. 

 

The next meeting was scheduled for November 18th. 

 

The meeting as adjourned at 6:45. 
 


