
Miami Valley Bridge Association Board Meeting 

Minutes –June 21, 2022 

 

Final 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by president Jim Rachal.  

 

Present: Georgia Banziger, Ernie Dalton, Joyce Dennis, Tom Griswold, Joe 

Hammann, Stuart Petersen, Jim and Sandi Rachal, Steffanie and Bob Stitt, Ilse 

Tebbetts, and Mike Thill.   

 

Excused:  Anita Brand, Joanne Deutsch, Lori Harner, and Merilace Huff. 

 

Minutes: A motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting (Mike/Steffi)) 

was passed without dissent. 

 

Investment Account:  The account continues to reflect the bear market, Tom noted.  

A graph he distributed shows the somewhat precipitous drop in value-- close to 22%--

since the first of the year.  The current balance in the account is about $101,000.  

 

Treasurers Report:  Tom reported that the IRS has approved the tax payment he 

submitted on behalf of the MVBA. He also said that, operationally, our finances 

continue to improve, which suggests a recovery from COVID.  

     In other business, Tom reminded the board that, with the change of treasurers, the 

bylaws require an audit. He recommended that we approach a nearby club to ask them 

to audit our books in exchange for our auditing of theirs, an idea that would save all 

but minor costs for the audit.  This idea was accepted with enthusiasm by board 

members; Tom will contact Cincinnati, which runs an operation similar to ours.  A 

motion to accept both the investment account and treasurer’s reports 

(Joyce/Sandi) was passed unanimously. 

 

Bridge Club Report:  Georgia reported that the table count for club games in 

May was 179, a considerable jump over counts in the low 150’s or less in the first 

four months of this year.  At -$310, the profit-and-loss debit for the club 

continues to inch downward. Balance in the checking account sits at about 

$2,305, with some $3,500 in the savings account. 

 

Unfinished Business: 

 Undate on Regional:  Georgia said that there was little of note to report: she 

is still having a little trouble with the flyer for the event but it should be 

ready soon.  Also, she has made the decision to pay the Hope Hotel its $350 

fee for set-up of the room on the Tuesday night before the game--and will 

need people to help 



 

NewBusiness:  

 Summer Sectional: Joe volunteered to chair the club’s summer sectional. A 

short discussion of conditions for this tournament ensued, resulting in 

suggestions for changing starting times for games (from 11 a.m. and 3:30 

p.m. to 10 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.) and modifying some stratification categories.  

Jim offered to take care of hospitality and will ask Merilace to help.  

        Point awards: Georgia reported that, in order to support local bridge clubs,  

the ACBL has decided that winning players in face-to-face tournaments will 

receive 20% higher points than those awarded in on-line tournaments––at 

least until the end of the year. 

        District 11 Board Meeting: Bob, who attended this meeting with Steffi, 

explained that due to recurring problems of failing power, no actions were 

taken, but reported on some salient discussions: (1) The West Virginia unit 

is disbanding and will be absorbed into the Lexington unit.  (2) Board 

members noted that increasing the number of ST@C games did not seem to 

have much effect on improving attendance (although “royal” ST@C’s were 

the exception). The district will have one more ST@C this year. (3) Both 

Indianapolis and Lexington reported recruitment success through offering 

highly publicized bridge lessons.  Indianapolis offered free lessons which 

drew about 100 players, thanks to very widely spread notices posted in 

schools, Y’s and other public gathering places; when the lessons were over, 

a regular bridge game, scheduled on the same day of the week, brought 50 

of those players into the club.  Lexington had a similar program, although 

“students” paid for the lessons.  Bob said that Dallas Moore would give such 

lessons for a fee of $300 a week and strongly urged that the Dayton club 

consider this means of building up its club.  Board members expressed 

agreement.  

 More on recruiting players:  Echoing Bob’s report, Ernie said he had been 

thinking about ways and means of doing this and has come up with a 

number of ideas, which included sending letters to schools and other local 

organizations, offering lessons; sending emails to current non-playing 

members about the threat of dissolution caused by low attendance; and, 

asking members to call non-playing members inquire what is keeping them 

from coming back. Jim asked what the next steps in implementing these 

ideas should be.  Bob offered to draft a letter to schools about lessons, and 

Ernie offered to do the same for local organizations. These letters will be 

brought to the board at the next meeting.  

 

 The next meeting will be held on July 19 at 5:30 p.m. 

 

 The meeting was adjourned at 6:25 p.m. 

 



 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 
 


