
Miami Valley Bridge Association Board Meeting 

Minutes –July19, 2022 

 

Final 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by president Jim Rachal.  

 

Present: Georgia Banziger, Anita Brand, Ernie Dalton, Joyce Dennis, Tom 

Griswold, Joe Hammann, Merilace Huff, Stuart Petersen, Jim and Sandi 

Rachal, Steffanie and Bob Stitt, Ilse Tebbetts, and Mike Thill.   

 

Excused: Joanne Deutsch and Lori Harner. 

 

Minutes: A motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting 

(Joyce/Sandy)) was passed without dissent. 

 

Treasurers Report:  Our deficit has bounced around the last few months, 

Tom said; currently it is up a bit.  The working capital is down and we will 

have to withdraw some funds from the investment account to beef it up 

enough to prevent having to pay bank fees. He noted that the profit-and-loss 

statement should be taken with a grain of salt since it reflects unit finances 

only and there are no fixed rules about who (the unit or the bridge center) 

pays for what.  In answer to a question from Jim, Tom said that the year’s 

total loss of both unit and club, to date, amounts to about $3,100. 

 

Investment Report: Tom reported that the investment account, which in 

general reflects the U.S. market, has actually done a little better than the 

S&P 500. The losses this month have been less than usual.  The current 

value of the account is about $107,000 and its cash value is some $5,700, 

Tom reported. The account has earned close to $2,500 in dividends so far 

this year, he added.  

    On another subject, Tom said his contact with the Cincinnati bridge club 

with regard to exchanging audit services had been unsatisfactory. Various 

board members noted that there was no real need to go outside our club to 

find an auditor. It was decided to ask Nancy Mohan of the MVBC if she 

would do the job.  Tom will follow up. A motion to accept the treasurer’s 

and investment reports (Steffi/Mike) was passed unanimously. 

 

Bridge Club Report: Georgia reported that the bridge club’s financial 

holdings are down to about $600 and will need an infusion from the 

investment account of about $1,500 to hold us over until the August 

sectional.  Not unexpectedly, the recent non-life master tournament lost 

about $55.  It was small but well worth it, she added. 



 

 

 

Unfinished Business:   

- Update on Regional: We have now put down $500 to hold the 

date, Georgia said.  We will have the hospitality room, which will 

be open every evening. 

- Summer Sectional:  Joe reported that the flyer was now online and 

he will send the flyer out to nearby clubs.  Thanks to Sandy, Anita, 

and Merilace we have new bidding boxes for the tournament, and 

Jim offered to help with hospitality.  

- R.O.A.R:  Anita reported on a meeting with Tom, Dawn Schiller, 

and Dallas Moore, in which they discussed offering a series of 

bridge classes to be taught by Dallas, who is now retired and 

available.  Possibilities ranged from a two-hour session for people 

who are interested in the game but have never played, a short 

series of  “beginner” games, and later, perhaps, the Audrey Grant 

series for those with some knowledge of the game.  These would 

all be designed to help recruit more players for the club.  Charges 

for these games were also under discussion since Dallas has 

expectations for a certain amount of remuneration. Incentives for 

retaining bridge students were also discussed, Anita said. They 

included the possibility of free plays at club games until players 

earned 5 master points; free plays at club games for students 

signed up for the Audrey grant series; and, re-start of the mentor-

mentee program.  The next step includes making phone calls and 

sending letters to various local groups to test interest in these 

lessons—which Anita, Tom, Bob and Ernie, among others, have 

offered to do.  

 

New Business:  

- Georgia announced that the MVBC will have our ST@C games 

but not on Sunday. 

- Jim presented a memo from Steve Moese announcing that the 

board of the ACBL had passed a motion for a pilot program “to set 

aside $100,000 to subsidize a small number of teachers with 

proven track records of recruiting and training new ACBL 

members.”  Criteria will be forthcoming.  

- Bob brought up that, playing on line, he had discovered that the 

Logan City bridge club sponsors a game open to several other 

clubs in our unit, that they regularly have 10 to 12 tables, and that 

we should be eligible to join.  The game occurs Monday 

afternoons and so would not compete with any of our club games. 



 

The next meeting will be held August 17 at 5:30 p.m. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

  
 


