
Miami Valley Bridge Association Board Meeting 

Minutes –May 17, 2022 

 

Final 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:05 p.m. by president Jim Rachal.  

 

Present: Georgia Banziger, Anita Brand, Ernie Dalton, Joyce Dennis, Tom Griswold, 

Joe Hammann, Lori Harner, Merilace Huff, Jim and Sandi Rachal, Steffanie Stitt, Ilse 

Tebbetts, and Mike Thill. 

 

Excused: Stuart Petersen and Bob Stitt         Absent:  Joanne Deutsch 

 

Minutes: A motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting (Ernie/Steffi)) 

was passed without dissent. 

 

Treasurers Report: There was not a lot of financial activity this past month, Tom 

said.  Most of his work this month was dealing with our tax bill, which, he said, he 

had somewhat underestimated last month.  Thanks chiefly to unexpected mutual fund 

distributions, and to some capital gains, the final tax bill amounted to some $1,500, 

Tom reported.  A motion to accept the treasurer’s report (Merilace/Sandi) was 

passed unanimously. 
 

Investment Account:  To no-one’s surprise, Tom reported that this account continues to 

reflect considerable volatility and has lost about 16% of its value since the first of the 

year.  He also noted that there had not been a finance committee meeting in some time, 

which spurred a brief discussion of whether such a meeting should be convened.  Jim 

said that, in his view, there are two main reasons for calling a meeting of this committee: 

“ if we have money to invest or if we have to sell some of the holdings.” He went on to  

point out that this was not a good time to do either.  Board members agreed.  A motion 

to accept the investment account report (Mike/Merilace) was passed without 

dissent. 

 

Bridge Center Report:  Georgia reported that the bridge club’s profit-and-loss 

statement for this month showed a loss of approximately $350, which was the lowest to 

date, this year. There is approximately $2,000 in the checking account and about $3,500 

in the savings account.  She also announced that Vickie Sebastian is planning to 

organize a memorial game for Audrey Dybvad to be held at the club in the near future.  

 

Unfinished Business:  

 Non-life-masters sectional: Mike said he had not gone farther with plans for this 

tournament since he had not heard from ACBL whether we are required to have an 

ACBL certified director, which would add markedly to the cost.  There was a brief 

discussion about whether this game should be held at all since it might not make 

any money.  Board members pointed out that the NLM tournament had never 



made money but that it served an important purpose.  The consensus was to hold 

the game.  

Update on MVBA Regional: Last month, board members seemed to be leaning 

toward a plan by which this regional might be held at the MVBC, chiefly because 

of higher costs and the anticipation of considerably fewer participants.  Georgia 

reported on her talks with our Columbus partners sponsoring this tournament.  

They made it clear, she said, that they did not want to have the tournament at the 

MVBC and, furthermore, that if we did not want to participate in sponsoring the 

tournament at the Hope Hotel, they would not hold it in Columbus.  Georgia also 

presented a more detailed list of costs for the hotel -- roughly, at least $8,000.  

Further, the hotel requires a $500 deposit to hold the dates and full payment of its 

bill before the tournament begins.  Several members noted that if we get even half 

of the players who attended last year, we would be lucky.  “If we go ahead,” others 

agreed, “no-one can guarantee we would not lose $3,000 or more.” The ensuing 

discussion centered on the question of whether we want to go ahead with the 

tournament or cancel it. The downside of canceling the tournament, after two years 

of no regional tournaments here would be that our unit may ultimately be dropped 

as a site for future regionals, Merilace and Georgia pointed out.  A motion to go 

ahead with the regional (Joe/Ernie) was passed by a vote of 7 in favor, 3 

opposed, and 2 abstaining. 

R.O.A.R:  Anita reported that she had contacted a person in Atlanta, which 

sponsors a very successful effort to recruit young bridge players.  Central to the 

success of this enterprise, she was told, is involving people who have an “in” with 

the local school systems.  Several members said we could find such people here, 

but no further action was taken.  Anita also reported that the Indianapolis bridge 

club gives free lessons, which she has been told has brought in some 100 new 

members of whom 50 played in a recent sectional tournament.  

 

New Business 

 Ernie suggested that board meetings should begin a half hour later.  A motion to 

begin board meetings at 5:30 p.m. (Joe/Ernie) received 7 affirmative votes. 

 

The next board meeting was scheduled for June 21. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:30. 

  


