
Miami Valley Bridge Association Board Meeting 

Minutes –January 18, 2022 

 

Final 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:05 p.m. by president Jim Rachal.  

 

Present: Georgia Banziger, Joyce Dennis, Joanne Deutsch, Tom Griswold, Joe 

Hammann, Lori Harner, Merilace Huff, Stuart Petersen, Jim and Sandi Rachal, 

Steffanie Stitt, Ilse Tebbetts, and Mike Thill. 

 

Excused: Anita Brand, Ernie Dalton, and Bob Stitt 

 

Minutes: A motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting (Mike/Joyce) 

was passed without dissent. 

 

Treasurers Report:  Tom distributed recent and year-end Profit and Loss 

statements in their customary form.  We currently have about $2,300 in the 

checking account and some $500 in credit card charges outstanding, he said.  

Tom also presented a different kind of P&L format based on a suggestion Jim had 

made: essentially, to present the financial report in terms of a balance sheet 

representing the unit’s total financial status-- that is, combining club, unit, and 

investment income and expenses in order to present a true picture of where the 

enterprise stands financially.  The bottom line on that report shows that, as of the 

end of 2021, the organization had some $800 in total liabilities and $143,000 in 

net worth. Most of these assets come from continuing growth in the investment 

account. 

A lively discussion ensued.  For the most part board members agreed that 

separating the three sets of income and expense figures has always been 

confusing, and most appeared to be in favor of presenting the material in 

consolidated form. Though not yet entirely sure such a report would be possible 

to put together, Tom agreed to give it a try for the next board meeting. A motion 

to accept the treasurer’s report (Joyce/Merilace) was passed without dissent. 

 

Investment Report:  As reflected by the balance sheet, the investment account 

continues to provide the unit with a solid financial backstop. Jim noted that when 

next the financial committee meets to discuss possible changes in the portfolio, 

Tom will take his place as chair.  

 

Bridge Center Report:  Georgia distributed year-end Profit and Loss figures 

indicating that the club had lost close to $3,800 last year. She reported that the 

club’s remaining online game, though not very well attended, nevertheless brings 

in a small profit.  ST@C games vary: those sponsored by our unit brought in 



$500-$800 in profit; those we did not sponsor tended to be break-even 

propositions  although, she pointed out, they attracted more players than regular 

games did. Georgia distributed a schedule of ST@C games for the coming year 

and pointed out that a good many of them are, as yet, unsponsored. We are listed 

as sponsors of the ST@C scheduled for April/May. Georgia intends to apply for 

one or more additional sponsorships.  

 

Unfinished Business:  

 

Standing Committees:  Anita asked (via Jim) that the next meeting of the 

R.O.A.R. committee be held on Tuesday evening, after the February board 

meeting. 

 

Audit: Jim recalled that the board had talked about a long-overdue audit of the 

unit’s books at the last meeting and strongly recommended that one be done. 

Tom said that the best time to conduct one would be after the taxes were done.  

The board agreed and the subject will be taken up again at that time.  

 

District 11 meeting: Bob Stitt has offered to join Jim as the second 

representative to the District 11 meeting.  A motion appointing him to that 

position (Lori/Mike) was passed unanimously. 

 

New Business: 

 

       Awning: Mike inquired about the status of the front-door awning 

replacement.  Georgia said she would inquire. 

 

       Food subsidy: Steffanie asked about the $15 directors had been receiving as a 

means to promote games. It was voted in as a temporary measure, which has 

now run out. While table counts are still low, she pointed out, directors’ 

salaries are now largely wiped out by the need to provide snacks.  Board 

members agreed that this was not fair.  A motion to continue the $15 

subsidies for 6 more months (Georgia/Joyce) was passed without dissent. 

 

       Upcoming tournaments: Georgia said she would chair the March sectional. 

She also reported that she had called the Hope Hotel about hosting the 

upcoming regional but has had no response so far. Mike agreed to direct the 

NLM sectional in July and a subsequent sectional in August. 

 

The next meeting was scheduled for February 15. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:10 p.m. 

 



 
 

 


