
Miami Valley Bridge Association Board Meeting 

Minutes –February 15, 2022 

 

Final 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:05 p.m. by president Jim Rachal.  

 

Present: Georgia Banziger, Anita Brand, Ernie Dalton, Joyce Dennis, Tom Griswold, 

Joe Hammann, Lori Harner, Stuart Petersen, Jim and Sandi Rachal, Steffanie Stitt, 

Ilse Tebbetts, and Mike Thill. 

 

Excused: Joanne Deutsch, Merilace Huff, and Bob Stitt 

 

Minutes: A motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting (Mike/Anita) 

was passed without dissent. 

 

Treasurers Report:  Tom presented the unit’s financial report for the period 

January 1 through February 11.  A new feature was an assembly of figures 

derived through Quickbooks, showing that the cash in the unit account amounted 

to about $4,800 and that the cash in the bridge club account was about $2,500.  

For this period, the net operating loss in the combined accounts amounted to 

some $1,800. Mike asked if this was a trend that could be expected to continue. 

Jim noted that David Kennedy had projected a total loss of roughly $8,000 for 

this year. Lori pointed out that we always lose money at the beginning of the year 

before members return from Florida and before the club gains income from 

tournaments.  How that will go this year is anybody’s guess.   

      Following up on last month’s discussion of producing full length financial 

reports for the board that combined club and unit finances, Tom reported that he 

had done some investigation of new software programs that would make that 

possible but found that it would be quite an expensive proposition. Board 

members agreed that this was probably not the time for a new major expense.  A 

motion to accept the treasurer’s report (Stu/Ernie) was passed without 

dissent. 

 

Investment Account:  Given the somewhat wild fluctuations of the market in 

recent weeks, Tom said, it’s no great surprise that the value of the investment 

account has dropped by about $10,000.  He will shortly get the investment 

committee together to consider any changes that might be made in the holdings. 

Tom also reported that the IRS now demands that our taxes be filed 

electronically, which will require new software he estimates will cost roughly 

$100. A motion to accept the investment report (Stu/Sandi) passed 

unanimously. 

 



Bridge Center Report:  Georgia reported that the bridge club lost about $475 in 

the last month and a half.  We received about $500 from the ACBL for online 

games and have $2,500 in the checking account.  The table counts for December 

and January were down slightly, partly because of members’ annual exodus south 

in the winter and partly due to COVID, she thinks. 

  

Unfinished Business:  

- District 11Royal ST@C: In an effort to attract more players, in this “royal” 

ST@C, to be held here April 25-May1, all points won will be one quarter each 

gold, silver, red, and black, Georgia explained. Announcements will be sent 

out by us and probably by the ACBL about these games. 

- The March Sectional (March 25-27) will be held here. We will be required to 

follow ACBL rules for COVID prevention, Georgia said.  This will mean 

checking that players are vaccinated. It is not entirely clear whether masks 

will also be required; this may be at the discretion of the director.   

- Non- Life Master Sectional:  This tournament is scheduled for July 9 and 10.  

Planning has not yet started for this tournament Mike said.  With regard to 

expenses for hospitality Tom suggested the idea of a food truck.  

- MVBA Regional:  According to the ACBL, regional tournaments have been 

drawing only about 40% of their usual players in the last two years, Georgia 

said. It’s likely we can expect the same reduced turnout for this tournament, 

scheduled here for the week around Labor Day and sponsored by the Dayton 

and Columbus bridge clubs.  If so, that will present us with serious financial 

problems, Georgia said.  Board members discussed various possible solutions, 

which included truncating the number of days and holding the tournament at 

the MVBC facility instead of the Hope Hotel. No decisions were made. 

- R.O.A.R: Anita reported on the work of this group in recruiting new bridge 

players: recommendations included lowering the prices for high school 

students and paying a teacher to give bridge lessons at no cost or at nominal 

cost. It was decided to ask Dallas Moore whether he would be interested.  

Anita also said work was continuing on a tri-fold to be sent out to surrounding 

communities.  

-  

New Business:   

  -   Grand National Teams: The event will be held here April 9-10.  

  -   Unit championship games: Georgia initiated a brief discussion about the 

stratifications and the expense of awards for these games.  She made a motion to 

allow directors to set stratifications for unit championship games in order to 

balance the field (which could be achieved by averaging partner points) and 

to eliminate annual award plaques.  Mike seconded the motion, which was 

passed unanimously.  

 

The next meeting was set for March 15. The meeting was adjourned at 6:20 p.m. 



 

 

 

 

    

 

  


