
Miami Valley Bridge Association Board Meeting 

Minutes –April 12, 2022 

 

Final 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:05 p.m. by president Jim Rachal.  

 

Present: Georgia Banziger, Anita Brand, Ernie Dalton, Joyce Dennis, Tom Griswold, 

Joe Hammann, Merilace Huff, Stuart Petersen, Jim and Sandi Rachal, Bob and 

Steffanie Stitt, Ilse Tebbetts, and Mike Thill. 

 

Excused: Joanne Deutsch and Lori Harner. 

 

Minutes: A motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting 

(Merilace/Joyce) was passed without dissent. 

 

Treasurers Report: Tom reported that the unit is still losing money but not nearly at 

the same rate as in the past three months. The total deficit for the first third of the year 

stands at about $5,000; however the unit lost approximately $2,000 between the first 

two months, roughly another $2,000 between February and March and only about 

$1,000 between March and April.  He noted that we had had two successful 

tournaments in the last month as well as a remittance from ACBL.  Next month, Tom 

said, this tailwind will shift to a headwind in the form of $1,200 in taxes owed to the 

IRS as a result of capital gains accrued by the investment account.  Jim pointed out, 

however, that this bill should be paid out of investment account funds and pointed out 

that cash in that fund of some $4,000 will easily cover it.  

Tom went on to report briefly on the Investment Account: the portfolio is 

down (about 6.5%), he said, but not in any drastic way. Basically, it mirrors the 

nation’s economy.  A motion to accept the treasurer’s report (Stu/Sandi) was 

passed unanimously.  

 

Bridge Center Report:  Georgia echoed Tom’s report in that the bridge club 

continues to operate in the red but losses are less than they were at the beginning of 

the year.  Bottom line for the Profit and Loss statement for the year came to about -

$1,500.  Cash on hand is also $1,500.  

 Georgia also announced that the Grand Nationals will not be held in Dayton this 

year.   

In answer to a question about replacing the damaged awning, Georgia said she 

had talked to our landlord about this and was told “we’ll get to it as soon as we can.” 

 

Unfinished Business 

Additional fees: Mike had raised the question at the last meeting about the 

higher fees ($10) charged for special games such as the STaC’s; he has heard 



several complaints. This topic kicked off a discussion of whether the MVBC is 

having too many STaC’s.  Steffi pointed out that STaC’s cost more but are not 

making any money because they are not bringing in any new people. Georgia 

said that we only make a dollar a table on these games and that they are mainly 

a service to allow members to get more silver points. With little agreement 

reached in the ensuing discussion, it was decided to ask directors to take a show 

of hands on whether the club should cut down on these games.  Georgia will 

notify directors. 

NLM Sectional:  It was agreed to schedule the Non-Life Master Sectional on 

July 8-9 and to change starting times from 11a.m. and 3:30 p.m. to 10 and 2:30.  

Regional tournament: Georgia has been investigating costs of holding this 

tournament at the Hope Hotel where costs have continued to rise, while 

attendance is likely to be considerably lower than in pre-COVID years.  The 

ensuing discussion appeared to lean heavily toward the idea of having this 

tournament at the bridge center.  Rent for half the ballroom at the Hope Hotel, 

for example, would run to some $800 a day; that space would hold 44-46 tables.  

As board members pointed out, we could likely accommodate 41-45 tables in 

our facility.  This plan would leave a number of problems to be solved (e.g. 

hospitality issues and questions of whether ACBL would allow a regional 

without a host hotel); nevertheless, board members appeared to be leaning 

toward this solution.  A decision will be made at the next board meeting. 

R.O.A.R:  Anita reported that Dallas is willing to give bridge classes, provided 

the club recruits students.  

 

New Business:  Jim announced that the District 11 Advisory Council will hold a town 

meeting via Zoom on May 22 to “discuss changes in the Advisory Council on how to 

improve communication and . . . what barriers prevent our members from playing 

bridge or attending classes in person.” Attendance will be open to the first 100 district 

members who sign up. 

 Joe suggested we invest in new bidding boxes for use during special occasions, 

such as tournaments that bring in players from out of town. It would be the “good 

china,” he said.  A committee to look into the costs will be formed at the next 

meeting. 

 Georgia reported that the software on the web site needs to be replaced.  She 

estimates it will cost about $1,000.  The matter will be taken up at the next meeting.  

 

The next meeting was scheduled for May 17th.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:25 p.m.  

  

  

  

 



 

 

 

 

 
 


