
Miami Valley Bridge Association Board Meeting 

Minutes – October 19, 2021 

 

Draft 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by president Georgia Banziger.  

 

Present: Georgia Banziger, Anita Brand, Joyce Dennis, Joanne Deutsch, Tom 

Griswald, Lori Harner, Merilace Huff, Stuart Petersen, Jim and Sandi Rachal, Bob 

and Steffi Stitt, Ilse Tebbetts, and Mike Thill. 

 

The board held a moment of silence in memory of David Kennedy who had passed 

away some days earlier. 

 

Georgia reported that Roger Himmel had moved to New Jersey, leaving another 

vacancy on the board.  She also announced that Tom Griswald had agreed to take over 

the treasurer’s duties.  A motion to appoint Tom to that position on the board 

(Mike/Joyce) was passed unanimously.   

 

Minutes: A motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting, as amended,  

(Mike/Anita) was passed unanimously. 

 

Treasurers Report: The usual profit-and-loss reports were presented by Georgia, 

with little change from last month.  The balance of about $2,800 in the checking 

account looks as though it will take us through the end of the year without difficulty, 

Georgia reported.  A motion to accept the treasurer’s report (Sandi/Anita) was 

passed without dissent.  

 

Investment Account: All our investments have increased in value this month, for a 

total value of close to $132,000, Jim reported.  Cash value in the account amounts to 

about $3,600.  Jim inquired whether that amount—along with about $1,000 in capital 

gains still to come— would be sufficient to bolster unit and club finances (if needed) 

through the year. Georgia surmised that it would and that it would not be necessary to 

sell any securities if such need arises.  Mike asked whether we are required to have a 

financial audit with the turnover in the treasurer’s position. Apparently we have not 

had such an audit for some five years or so and it was agreed that we should get one 

done-—probably after the first of the year, Georgia said. A motion to accept the 

investment report (Mike/Sandi) was passed unanimously. 

 

Bridge Center Report: Georgia reported a balance of close to $2,800 in the bridge 

center checking account; her expectation is that we will have expenses of about 

$1,000 this month.  She also talked a little about her concern that table numbers at 

club games are edging downwards and, as the weather gets colder, those numbers will 



doubtless continue to shrink. She reminded the board that we will have to revisit the 

amount we pay for rent at the end of the year. 

 

Unfinished Business:  

- Tournaments: The October sectional in Columbus has been cancelled as 

have our November and December tournaments.  Georgia asked whether we 

should wait till after New Year’s to try scheduling another one.  Board 

members said yes. 

- Virtual club game: The Wednesday game is still on and doing a little better. 

- Food provided at games:  There are two more games scheduled at which 

food will be provided by directors.  Board members noted that this idea had 

not been very successful in bringing more players to games. 

 

New Business: 

- Election: Mike reported for the elections committee that a number of  

candidates have been recruited for open board positions as follows: for 

president, Jim Rachal; for board members: Georgia, Anita, Joyce, and Joe 

Hammond.  A motion to accept this not-yet-completed slate (Sandi/Lori) 

was passed without dissent.  Candidates are still needed for one more 

board member and for vice-president.  

- Holiday party:  Steffi reported that the committee had decided to have this 

party in the afternoon this year with drinks and hors d’oeuvres. The party 

was scheduled for Saturday, Dec. 11, starting with awards presentations and 

annual meeting at noon, with the game beginning at 1:30 p.m. 

- ROAR (Recruit, Orient, Activate, Retain) - Anita spoke for the group that 

gathered to brainstorm ideas for building up membership in the bridge club 

and improving its financial status. She expressed some disappointment that 

only four people had attended the meeting but noted that the group had 

come up with a number of ideas.  Among them was establishment of a “call 

tree” to interview members who have not returned to the club since COVID 

to find out why: (i.e. are scheduled times not convenient; too expensive; 

players don’t wear masks, etc.)  Other ideas included the possibility of 

inviting other bridge groups to share our premises (for a fee), establishing a 

welcoming committee for new members, and more widespread advertising.   

The next meeting of the group was scheduled for November 9 after the 

regularly scheduled Tuesday game. 

 

The next meeting of the board was scheduled for November 16.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:20.  

  
 


