
  Miami Valley Bridge Association Board Meeting 

Minutes –May 18, 2021 

 

Final 

The meeting, was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by President Georgia Banziger.  

 

Present: Anita Brand, Georgia Banziger, Joyce Dennis, Joanne Deutsch, Merilace Huff, 

Roger Himmell, David Kennedy, Steffi Stitt, Ilse Tebbetts, and Mike Thill 

 

Excused: Stuart Petersen, Joe Camillus, Lori Harner, Jim and Sandi Rachal, and Bob Stitt. 

 

Minutes:  A motion to approve the April minutes, as corrected, (Anita/Mike) was 

passed unanimously. 

 

Treasurers Report:  David reported that, as usual during the COVID closings, the 

unit had little viable income in May, but also, few expenses.  The account currently 

sits at a little over $1,000, thanks to a recent infusion from the investment account.  

Fortunately, too, he said, he can confirm that the unit did not have to pay any taxes this 

year, in part due to decisions made by the investment committee with regard to the 

nature of our holdings.  A motion to accept the treasurer’s report (Mike/Merilace) 

was passed without dissent. 

 

Investment Report:  Reporting for Jim, David noted that the value of the investment 

account continues to climb.  Despite outlays both to the unit and the club of more than 

$3,000 in the past few months, total value of the account—currently over $126,000 — 

sets yet another record.  A motion to approve the investment report (David/Joyce) 

was passed without dissent. 

 

Bridge Center Report:  Georgia reported that the bridge club currently has some 

$4,000 in its account.  She also noted, however, that income from online games has 

been going down.  In cases where there are fewer than 4 tables in play, we are actually 

losing money; that is because we net slightly over $46.00 (from fees) and pay $50.00 

to the ACBL.  A 4-table game nets almost $65.00 from which we pay out about 

$54.00.  

 Two of the three in-person club games (Monday and Thursday) have had slow 

starts as well and will need to be beefed up from the currently 3-4 tables.  The Tuesday 

invitational game has had a strong start, Georgia said.  Joanne said that we will have to 

do more to promote the in-person games, and offered to draft a letter to go out to club 

members. Georgia also commented that there has been some call for a face-to-face 

Saturday game and reported that Lori has offered to run such a game for a month to 

see how it goes.  Next on the agenda for future in-person games, Georgia said, was 

probably some sort of limited game—probably 0-1000 points— on Fridays. A brief 

discussion of this proposal ensued, during which Joanne suggested the idea of another 

invitational game, such as the Tuesday game, as an alternative to setting any particular 

limit to a prospective Friday game.  No action was taken, but the idea appeared to find 

considerable favor.  



 

Unfinished Business:  The ACBL has cancelled all tournaments through July 2021; 

sectionals could be held beginning in August, and regionals beginning in October. 

Reporting from the discussion at a District 11 meeting earlier this month, Georgia said 

that it makes little or no sense to have our usual Dayton/Columbus regional this 

October, for a number of reasons.  Indianapolis has already cancelled its regional in 

February, she said, and noted that we could have ours at that time. David pointed out 

that one freezing snowstorm could kill the enterprise altogether and it was agreed that 

the prospect of serious financial losses outweigh the possible advantages and we 

should not try to plan a tournament at that time.  It was broadly agreed, however, that 

we should have a sectional tournament in September at the bridge club facility.  

 

New Business:  

- Medallion game. This game was set for June 27 at the MVBC facility.  

- Longest Day Game. Georgia announced that three games will be scheduled on 

June 21 for this annual charity event. 

- Web site. Joanne suggested the need to re-organize our web site somewhat and 

said she had some ideas for making it more informative and easier to navigate. 

Georgia thought Sandy Forsythe might be interested in working on such a 

project and Joanne will pursue the idea.  

 

The next meeting is scheduled for June 15th.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:15 

 

 


