
Miami Valley Bridge Association Board Meeting 

Minutes –July 20, 2021 

 

Final 

 

The meeting, was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by President Georgia Banziger.  

 

Present: Anita Brand, Georgia Banziger, Joyce Dennis, Joanne Deutsch, Merilace Huff, 

Roger Himmell, David Kennedy, Stuart Petersen, Jim and Sandi Rachal, Steffi Stitt, Ilse 

Tebbetts, and Mike Thill 

 

Excused: Joe Camillus and Bob Stitt. 

 

Minutes:  A motion to approve the June minutes (David/Mike) was passed 

unanimously. 

 

Georgia announced that she would have to entertain a motion to accept the resignation 

of Lori Harner from the board. A motion was made, but received no second as 

members were reluctant to lose Lori from the board. Mike made a motion  (seconded 

by Stu) to table the matter until the next meeting, in hopes that Lori could be 

persuaded to change her mind.  The motion was passed unanimously and the 

secretary was asked to convey this message to Lori. 

 

Treasurers Report: Among the expenses this past month was a bill for $881 from the 

IRS, representing past taxes owed, David reported.  Otherwise, the picture remains the 

same with some $900 remaining in the unit’s account.  David went on to report on a 

financial assessment he had made of the unit’s future financial situation.  As he put it 

bluntly, if we continue on the current path, “the sky is going to fall in in 2022.” The 

table count is some 30% down from pre-Covid years and, David pointed out, so far the 

unit has been supported by periodic infusions of excess cash produced by our 

investments.  But, looking ahead to 2022, we will not only require some $15,000 in 

cash but an additional $20,000 which could only come from sale of assets in the 

account. Winter is coming, he said, which is likely to lower in-person table counts still 

further, and in September, we will once more owe the full rent of $3,200/month.  

 

Various suggestions were made in the ensuing discussion.  A major problem, noted by 

several members, is the fact that the ACBL is hosting on-line bridge games at much 

lower prices virtually every hour of every day or, as Stu put it succinctly, “our 

organizing body is now competing with its member clubs.” Steffi suggested that we 

need to find a way to put pressure on the ACBL to change its practices in this regard. 

Georgia thought we might be able to exert such pressure through the district. At the 

same time, it seemed clear to other board members that we would probably have to 

continue having some online games. Jim suggested merging clubs -- from among those 

in our unit or district -- which would draw more players to virtual games in which we 

would share the profits. There was some talk about finding a smaller venue, but 

Georgia pointed out that moving to the current quarters saved us a considerable 



amount of money and it was unlikely we could find a less costly space.  No further 

action was taken on this matter. A motion to accept the treasurer’s report 

(Mike/Merilace) was passed with no dissent. 

 

Investment Report:  Jim reported that, while the value of the investment account had 

passed $129,000 (another high) as shown on the printed material he had prepared, it 

has now, in fact, dropped to about $128,000 with the transfer of $1,250 in cash to the 

unit account.  A motion to accept the investment report (David/Steffi) was passed 

unanimously. 

 

Bridge Center Report:  

 

Current balance in the checking account is about $2,200, Georgia reported.  Net 

income is down to some $ -4,500.   

 

Unfinished Business:  In addition to the tournament games that appeared in last 

month’s minutes, Georgia announced two additional games:  Columbus will hold a 

sectional Oct. 22-24, and we will have one November 12-14.  The NAP finals will be 

held in Cincinnati Oct 16 and 17.  

 

New Business:  

-MVBA September sectional:  David reported that he had heard that many people 

will not come if they have to wear masks throughout, which is apparently 

required by the ACBL.  After a brief discussion about applying for a variance 

from this rule, it was decided to cancel this tournament.  A motion to do so 

(Mike/Stu) was passed unanimously. 

- Bonus for stand-bys: Georgia suggested that we reduce the bonus coupons for 

stand-bys from $8.00 to $4.00.  A brief discussion resulted in a somewhat 

different action.  A motion was made (Joyce/Merilace) that if a stand-by plays, 

he/she plays for free; if the stand-by does not play, he/she gets a coupon for a 

free play at some future game. The motion was passed by a vote of 10 to 1.  

-Longest Day: Some $1460 was collected for the Alzheimer’s Association. 

Contributions could still be made through her Facebook page, Georgia said, and 

she had, so far, received an additional $100. 

- Medallion game: This game has been rescheduled for Saturday, July 31 with 

lunch and awards at 12:15 and the game beginning at 1 p.m. 

 

The next meeting of the board is scheduled for August 16.  

 

The meeting was adjourned  at 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


