
Miami Valley Bridge Association Board Meeting 

Minutes – January 18, 2021 

 

Final 

 

The on-line Zoom meeting was called to order at 5:05 p.m. by President Georgia 

Banziger.  

 

Present: Georgia Banziger, Anita Brand, Joe Camillus, Joyce Dennis, Joanne Deutsch, Lori 

Harner, David Kennedy, Roger Himmell, Stuart Petersen, Jim and Sandi Rachal, Stefanie 

and Bob Stitt, Ilse Tebbetts, and Mike Thill 

 

Excused: Merilace Huff 

 

Board members paused for a moment of silence in memory of former board member 

Michelle Steiner who passed away recently. Georgia welcomed new members Joanne 

Deutsch and Bob Stitt to the board.  A motion made to appoint Anita Brand to the board 

to fill the vacancy left by Michelle’s passing (Mike/Stu) was approved unanimously. 

 

Minutes:  A motion to approve the November minutes as corrected (Mike/Stuart) was 

passed unanimously. 

 

Treasurers Report:  For the 2020 year, David reported, the unit ended with a loss of some 

$4,800. Its ending cash balance amounted to about $1,200.  Little income can be expected in 

the near future, but there will also be few expenses, he noted.  Looking ahead, David said, 

“if we stay in this vacuum for the entire year,” (which he does not expect will happen), he 

has calculated a “burn rate” of roughly $250 a month, which translates to $4,500 in 

expenses and $1,500 in income for the 2021 year.  It should not be difficult to stay afloat by 

tapping into our investment account, as needed, David concluded.  A motion to accept the 

treasurer’s report (Steffi/Stu) was passed unanimously. 

 

Investment Report:  The investment account is doing very well, Jim reported. Its total 

value is approaching $118,000, once again a record high, and its cash value is 

approximately $1,100.  A motion to accept the investment report (Mike/David) was 

passed without dissent.  David noted that Jim had conducted a detailed and valuable 

analysis of the investment account and had some recommendations for change, which will 

shortly be brought to the investment committee for consideration.  

 

Bridge Center Report:  Georgia reported that the Bridge Center began the new year with 

slightly more than $6,000 on hand.  In answer to a question from Bob, she said that we are 

losing approximately $400 a month and that we are unlikely to have any new income 

sources until next fall.  Current income comes chiefly from online games.  

 

Unfinished Business:   

- Tournaments:  The ACBL has cancelled the Spring Nationals and said that 

there will be no tournaments through the end of April. 



 

- Virtual club games:  Georgia reported that the Thursday game, which had been 

struggling somewhat and was recently changed to a 0-2500 master-point limit, 

is doing well, according to its director Bill Gottschall.  Mike noted that Bill has 

also talked about resuscitating the old Tuesday morning game or some NLM 

version of it.   

 

New Business: 

- Georgia congratulated Joe, Lori, and Stefanie who were re-elected to the     

board along with the two new members. 

- Georgia also announced that MVBC club member Ryan Schultz has been 

named as a second alternate to the ACBL Board of Governors. 

- Stu raised the question of whether we could raise the number of boards played 

in virtual club games from 18 to 20 or 21.  Georgia said there is no reason why 

this could not be done, but this question should be taken up with the directors 

of particular games. 

- Stu also inquired about whether we should be paying even less rent on the 

bridge center than the lower amount agreed upon last year; perhaps we should 

try to get it down to half, he suggested.  Georgia agreed that she would take it 

up with the building manager and see what she could negotiate. 

- Joanne raised the question of planning for the future of the bridge club, after 

the pandemic is brought under control, which launched a brief discussion of 

issues to be considered.  These included such questions of whether we would 

perhaps go into the future as a “hybrid” club: part in-person and part-online, 

and whether we should continue to hold night-time in-person games.  Board 

members agreed that now is the time to be making such plans for the future and 

agreed to continue the discussion at the next meeting.  One suggestion was to 

then appoint a committee to submit a proposal. 

 

The next meeting was scheduled for February 16.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:10.   

 

 

 


