
  Miami Valley Bridge Association Board Meeting 

Minutes – April 13, 2021 

 

Draft 

 

The on-line Zoom meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by President Georgia Banziger.  

 

Present: Anita Brand, Georgia Banziger, Joe Camillus, Joyce Dennis, Joanne Deutsch, Lori 

Harner, Merilace Huff, Roger Himmell, David Kennedy, Jim and Sandi Rachal, Steffi and Bob 

Stitt, Ilse Tebbetts, and Mike Thill 

 

Excused: Stuart Petersen 

 

Minutes:  A motion to approve the March minutes, as presented (Mike/Merilace) was 

passed unanimously. 

 

Treasurers Report: Again, there is little change in the state of the unit finances, according 

to David.  With the infusion of $1,000 from the investment account and the fact that 

expenses remain relatively low, the unit is doing reasonably well. The good news David 

reported is that there will be few if any taxes due this year.  This happy state of affairs is 

due, in large part, to decisions made by the investment committee with regard to the kinds of 

shares to sell and retain in the investment account.  A motion to accept the treasurer’s 

report (Mike/Bob) was passed without dissent. 

 

Investment Account: The value of holdings in our investment account continues to rise, 

Jim reported.  Their total worth is now just under $126,000, which yielded dividends of 

nearly $1,000 last month.  The growth of the account is about 3.5%, Jim said.  Joanne 

inquired why the account is not doing better, considering the steady rise of the U.S. market.  

The problem, Jim explained, has to do with taxes.  We can acquire shares that would grow 

more rapidly in value, but we may end up paying more in taxes.  The investment committee 

will try to work out these trade-offs in making investment decisions.  A motion to accept 

the investment report (Joyce/David) was passed without dissent. 

 

Bridge Center Report: Georgia reported that the bridge club checking account was now 

down to about $1,700 but that when she receives the expected income from BBO games, the 

total would be about $2,500 more.  In the meantime, she had drawn $1, 250 from the 

investment account. Steffi suggested that we should think about joining with other online 

clubs in pooled support-your-club games to increase our online income. Georgia thought 

these games were probably too complicated to organize, particularly with regard to 

distributing the income, but others thought it was an idea worth pursuing.  David, who has 

played in pooled games, will inquire how it is done. 

 

Unfinished business: 

Tournaments- ACBL has cancelled all tournaments through July. Sectionals could be 

scheduled for August and regionals for October. 

 



Virtual club games - The Thursday p.m. game has been changed to a 1 p.m. 0-2500 game 

and is doing well, Georgia reported.  The current Thursday p.m. game and the Tuesday 1 

p.m. games are not doing so well, she said. 

 

PPP loan- Georgia made an effort to apply for this loan for the MVBC but found we were 

not eligible since we don’t have employees.  

 

New Business: The rest of the meeting was devoted to discussion of suggestions submitted 

by an ad hoc committee working to draw up a Phase I plan for re-opening the bridge center 

for club games. The recommendations were made with consideration for over 100 answers 

received in response to a questionnaire the committee distributed.  A few small changes 

were made as a result of the board discussion. Ultimately, it was agreed that, beginning May 

3, in-person club games would be held Mondays at 11 a.m., Tuesdays (the old invitational 

game) at 10 a.m, and Thursdays at noon.  For the time being, the following restrictions 

would pertain:  

- Only vaccinated members will be permitted to play. 

- Mask wearing will be optional. 

- Moving players will carry their bidding boxes from table to table. 

- Only coffee, iced tea, and water will be available. (Players can bring their own 

snacks or lunches). 

Georgia said she would ask Connie Wiest to send out an e-mail letter to her mailing list and 

Lori suggested that online directors inform players about the opening. 

There was some further discussion about the need for another point-limited game.  

There was general agreement about the need, but no decisions were made as to which game 

this should be—or whether to add it online or in person.  

 

The next meeting was scheduled for 18.   

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m.  

 
 

 


