
Miami Valley Bridge Association Board Meeting 

Minutes –October 20, 2020 

 

Final 

 

The on-line Zoom meeting was called to order at 5:05 p.m. by President Georgia 

Banziger.  

 

Present: Georgia Banziger, Anita Brand, Joe Camillus, Joyce Dennis, Lori Harner, 

Merilace Huff, David Kennedy, Roger Himmell, Jim and Sandi Rachal, Ilse Tebbetts, and 

Mike Thill 

 

Excused: Stuart Petersen, Michelle Steiner, and Stefanie Stitt  

 

Minutes:  A motion to approve the September minutes as written (David/Merilace) was 

passed unanimously. 

 

Treasurers Report:  The unit’s financial position remains relatively unchanged, David 

reported, though we have made small gains in the loss column, currently reduced to a 

little over $4,000, thanks in large part to an $1,100 infusion from the ACBL, (a 

reimbursement for dues). David also noted that we will have a 2020 tax bill to pay in 

2021. In normal years we might expect to owe about $1,000 but he estimates that the 

bill will be some $400 lower this year.  A motion to accept the treasurer’s report 

(Merilace/Joe) was passed without dissent.  

 

Investment Report:  A report, prepared by Jim, indicates that the investment account 

continues its slow but steady growth.  Its current value is close to $107,000, some 

$2,000 higher than it was last month.  Its cash value remains low (about $26.00) but 

that is in part because of the $750 transferred to the unit account.  A motion to accept 

the investment report ((Dave/Anita) was passed without dissent. 

 

Bridge Center News: Georgia reported that the club’s finances remain healthy with a 

balance of close to  $8,000 in the bank.  About half of that was income from virtual 

games.  She also announced that Bill Gotschell has taken over the Thursday game and 

would like to change the time from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in hopes of attracting more 

players.  Anita volunteered to call players about any changes.  It may be, Georgia said, 

that if the Thursday game does not attract more players it might be changed to a 

limited-point game.  Several people noted that there has been some reluctance of newer 

players to play in the regular open games and that they would like more opportunity to 

play in such limited games.  There was some discussion about a top limit, but no 

decisions were made 

 

Georgia also reported that she had written to the landlord about lowering the rent we 

pay the church and that the directors had agreed to her suggestion that our rent be 

lowered to $2,500 a month from November to March with the proviso that if the bridge 

club is back in the building before March, rent would go back up to the normal rate.  If 



we are not back in the building by March/April further options will be discussed at that 

time.  
 
Unfinished business: 

- The ACBL has announced that there will be no tournaments through Februrary 

2021. 

-  Georgia reported that some 40 people attended the annual membership and 

awards meeting on September 26. 

-  She also noted that 126 different members of the bridge club have participated 

in virtual games. 

 

New Business:  The chief topic in this category was the election of new board members 

and officers.  Georgia reported that Debbie Luongo has dropped out as a candidate for 

the board, leaving a slate of five candidates to fill four positions.  Voting instructions, 

to be distributed to members in the coming month, will make it possible for them to 

vote by phone, mail, or email. Voters who want to keep their choices confidential can 

mail in their votes in double envelopes to be opened only by election committee 

members. Winners will be announced the first week in December by email and on the 

MVBC web site.  

 

The next meeting will be scheduled for November 17 at which time board members 

will decide whether to have a meeting in December.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:50 p.m. 

  

 

 


