
Miami Valley Bridge Association Board Meeting 

Minutes –September 15, 2020 

 

Final 

 

The on-line Zoom meeting was called to order at 5:05 p.m. by President Georgia 

Banziger.  

 

Present: Georgia Banziger, Joe Camillus, Joyce Dennis, Lori Harner, Merilace Huff, David 

Kennedy, Roger Himmell, Jim and Sandi Rachal, Michelle Steiner, Stefanie Stitt , Ilse 

Tebbetts, and Mike Thill 

 

Excused: Anita Brand and Stuart Petersen 

 

Minutes:  A motion to approve the August minutes as corrected (Mike/Roger) was 

passed unanimously. 

 

Treasurers Report: David reported little change in the unit’s finances, which remain some 

$5,000 in the red and with little cash on hand.  He noted that the approximately $4,500 of 

dividends earned by the investment account will be used for unit expenses, which should see 

it through until the end of the year.  A motion to approve the treasurer’s report 

(Lori/Michelle) was passed without dissent. 

 

Investment Account:  Jim, chairman of the investment committee, distributed the 

investment report in a new format generally approved by members of the board who best 

understand what they’re looking at. He reported that the account continues doing well.  Its 

current value is over $105,000.  A motion to accept the investment report (Dave/Mike) 

was unanimously approved.  

 

Bridge Center News:  Georgia reported that the bridge center’s finances continue to be 

healthy, with about $9,800 in its checking account. Some $4,000 of that amount came from 

proceeds of the virtual club games, she said.  A short discussion of Lori’s Thursday morning 

game followed:  whether to change the time to attract more players, and whether Lori can 

continue to direct it since she may have to go back to work.  Lori is open to any suggestions 

and Bill Gottschall has offered to take over the game if needed. Decisions will be left up to 

Lori and Bill.  

 

Unfinished Business: 

• Tournaments - ACBL has announced that no tournaments will take place through the 

end of 2020. 

 

•  The combined Medallion, Ace of Clubs, Life Master Awards, and membership event 

will take place on September 26.  It will be a bring-your-own-food picnic on the 

grounds of the bridge center facility. 

 

  



 

New Business: 

 • Elections - Joyce announced the slate for the upcoming board elections as follows: 

    For board positions (five open slots) 

     Anita Brand (incumbent) 

  Joe Camillus (incumbent) 

Joanne Deutsch 

  Debbie Luongo 

  Lori Harner (incumbent) 

  Bob Stitt 

  Stefanie Stitt (incumbent) 

 

  For officers  

Georgia Banziger (president) 

Jim Rachal (vice-president) 

Ilse Tebbetts (secretary) 

 

A motion to accept the slate (Michelle/Mike) was passed unanimously. Board 

members turned their attention to the question of how members can vote.  Before the 

bridge center was closed, members picked up and returned their ballots while 

attending games.  An online voting system offered by the ACBL was rejected as too 

expensive; Lori then suggested that it might be done less expensively through Survey 

Monkey another online service.  She will check this out. Board members generally 

agreed that less formal online means of selecting candidates (e.g. sending votes by 

email to members of the elections committee) would probably be acceptable as well. A 

decision will be made at the next meeting.    

 

•  Club Manager Position: While several people are considering the offer to take over 

the position of club manager, Georgia offered to fill the position between now and the 

end of the year.  Board members were pleased to take her up on the offer. 

 

•  District 11 Meeting:  Georgia reported some discussion about safety measures for 

clubs that want to open.  Specifically, she noted that there are now Plexiglas face 

guards available for the tables.  At two for each table it would cost $2,400 for 8 tables. 

Board members expressed little or no interest. 

 

The next board meeting was scheduled for October 20th. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:10 p.m. 

 

 

  

   

 

   

     



 

 

 

 

 


