
Miami Valley Bridge Association Board Meeting 

Minutes –August 18, 2020 

 

Final 

 

The on-line Zoom meeting was called to order at 5:05 p.m. by President Georgia 

Banziger.  

 

Present: Georgia Banziger, Anita Brand, Joe Camillus, Joyce Dennis, Lori Harner, 

Merilace Huff, David Kennedy, Roger Himmell, Stuart Petersen, Jim and Sandi Rachal, 

Stefanie Stitt , Ilse Tebbetts, and Mike Thill 

 

Absent:  Michelle Steiner 

 

Before attending to business, Georgia asked the board to join her in a moment of 

silence to commemorate fellow board member and bridge center manager, Tom Coyle, 

who died unexpectedly earlier this week.  

 

Minutes: A motion to approve the July minutes (Mike/Stu) was passed unanimously.  

 

Treasurers Report:  David reported virtually no change in the Unit’s financial status: still 

some $4,500 in the red, with about $300 of cash on hand.  The really good news, he said, is 

that, with payment of the back taxes recently demanded by the IRS, the matter has been 

officially resolved; the IRS notification made no mention of further payments in the form of 

penalties or interest. David also explained that, for the time being,  at least $700 will be 

transferred from the investment account to the Unit account each quarter, which should see 

us through until such time as we have any appreciable income again.  A motion to accept 

the treasurer’s report (Lori/Merilace) was passed unanimously. 

 

Investment Report: The investment account continues to thrive, David noted.  It has 

gained about $4,000 in value since last month.  Georgia announced that she now has full 

access to this account and that the investment committee will meet soon to make any 

necessary decisions. A motion to accept the investment report (David/Mike) was passed 

without dissent.  

 

Bridge Center News:  Georgia announced that she would be willing to act as manager of 

the bridge center until a new manager is appointed and asked for a motion to that effect.  

A motion to appoint Georgia as temporary club manager until such time as the board 

appoints a permanent manager ((Mike/Joyce) was passed unanimously.  Several people 

have been asked to consider filling this position, Georgia said, and two are seriously 

considering it.  

 

In other bridge center news, Georgia reported that the bridge center’s finances continue to 

be in good shape with some $5,000 in the bank and a further $4500 or so expected from the 

ACBL as our share of income from virtual games to date.  Included in this total, she said, 

was a $450 donation.  



Unfinished Business:  

•  No (live) tournaments will be held through the end of the year, according to the 

ACBL, Georgia noted, although an online regional is scheduled for Aug. 23-27. 

•  Georgia also suggested that the Medallion and Ace of Clubs event, planned as a 

picnic on the church grounds be held September 26.   She also pointed out that we are 

obliged to have a membership meeting and, if bylaws allow, we can call this event a 

membership meeting as well.  It was agreed to schedule this picnic for Saturday, 

September 26, beginning at 5 p.m; attendees will be asked to bring their own food and 

drink.  

 

New Business: 

 • Elections - Georgia noted the need for an elections committee to recruit candidates for 

the upcoming board election. Five positions will be open, four of them currently filled 

by incumbents. Joyce agreed to take on the task.  

 • District 11 report - Georgia gave a brief rundown of actions and discussions:  A 

bridge teacher seminar will be offered via Zoom probably every second Thursday; 

apparently there was very little interest in the idea of having a district-wide game; and, 

a plan for offering guest memberships to new players until they have 20 points is in the 

works.  

 • Rent reduction - The board had a brief discussion of whether to ask the bridge center’s 

landlord for a reduction in rent.  Members agreed that this would be a good idea 

providing it is done in a friendly, informal manner (as a request, not a demand) and that 

the amount of the requested reduction generally reflect the amount that the church is 

saving while the club does not conduct games at the facility -- i.e. costs for heating and 

air conditioning. Georgia will consult Ann Frayne for legal advice and raise the issue 

with relevant church personnel.  

 

The next board meeting was scheduled for September 15th 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:10 p.m. 

 


