
Miami Valley Bridge Association Board Meeting 

Minutes – May 19, 2020 

 

Final  

 

The on-line Zoom meeting was called to order at 6:35 p.m. by President Georgia 

Banziger.  

 

Present: Georgia Banziger, Joe Camillus, Joyce Dennis, Marilyn Gans, Lori Harner, 

Merilace Huff, David Kennedy, Roger Himmell, Stuart Petersen, Jim and Sandi Rachal, 

Michelle Steiner, Stefanie Stitt, Ilse Tebbetts, and Mike Thill 

 

Excused: Anita Brand, 

 

Minutes: A motion to approve the February minutes, as corrected, (Roger/Lori) was 

passed unanimously.  

 

Treasurers Report: David reported that the current year-to-date loss amounts to a little 

over $900.  The final bill for the kitchen renovation was $22, 350, David said. Of that, 

some $1,500 is still owed to Georgia, who financed a substantial portion of the kitchen 

expenses.  It’s expected that the unit will pay off that debt in the next two months. David 

also reported that we received a refund of close to $2,000 from the Columbus club after 

cancellation of the 2020 NABC tournament, and have received some $400 to date from the 

ACBL for dues received from online club games. The unit’s current cash balance is 

approximately $2500 and since we do not currently have any major expenses, the unit 

account should be OK for a while, David concluded.  A motion to approve the 

treasurer’s report (Mike/Stu) was passed unanimously. 

 

Investment Report:  David presented Tom’s investment report, which showed that an 

account value of about $97,000, a not unexpected drop of about $18,000 from the last 

reported value in February. Liquid assets in the account amount to about $800.  David also 

noted that the Investment Committee had recommended the sale of the ZTR fund, which 

appeared to have the potential for cutting its dividend in the near future.  This action has 

been carried out, with proceeds now invested in three new funds.  A motion to approve 

the investment report (Lori/Marilyn) was approved without dissent.   

 

Bridge Center News:  Georgia presented Tom’s bridge-center report, which showed that 

the MVBC bank account now holds well over $11,000.  Sources of income include fees 

from online bridge games (reported above), close to $14,000 in donations, and a check 

from the ACBL for some $2,000, which according to the report, appeared in the club’s 

bank account without explanation.  The virtual club games have drawn a large number of 

players (the Friday game averaging around 12 tables a game in April) and, the report says, 

the MVBC will consider adding a weekly online game Monday or Saturday.   

   

Ongoing Business 

 •  Kitchen remodeling: Georgia reiterated that the kitchen remodeling is now complete. 



 •  Classes: Lori stated that her spring classes at UD have been cancelled; UD is 

currently considering the possibilities for the fall -- perhaps opening some classes -- 

but no decision on the matter has been released. 

 

New Business 

 •   Cancellation of past meetings and events:  An ex post facto motion was made by 

Lori, and seconded by Michelle, to cancel the March and April board meetings and 

the March 13-15 sectional tournament.  The motion was passed without dissent. 

 •   Upcoming tournaments: Georgia pointed out that we are involved in the 

sponsorship of three tournaments that are scheduled for July and August this year: the 

NLM sectional July 10 -11, the summer sectional set for July 31-Aug. 2, and the August 

25-30 regional.  A motion to cancel the Non-Life-Master tournament (Mike/Stu) was 

passed unanimously. With regard to the regional tournament, Georgia noted that if the Air 

Force marathon is cancelled, we could use the Hope Hotel for the event, but others pointed 

out that if conditions are such that the Air Force cancels its marathon, we should probably 

cancel the bridge tournament.  No action was taken at this time. 

 •   Opening the bridge club: Georgia initiated a brief discussion about the outlook for 

opening the facility for bridge games.  Although recognizing that the Covid-19 pandemic is 

particularly dangerous to the age group of the MVBC, Georgia pointed out that there are 

means of mitigating the risks--masks, gloves, carrying scoring devices from table to table, 

careful sanitizing of surfaces, etc. Although there was some sentiment among board 

members for the possibility of trying it out to see if it would draw players, there appeared 

to be little inclination to make any concrete decisions on this matter at this time. 

 

The next board meeting was scheduled to occur online on June 16. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m.  


