
Miami Valley Bridge Association Board Meeting 

Minutes – November 19, 2019 

 

Final 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:20 p.m. by President Georgia Banziger.  

 

Present: Anita Brand, Georgia Banziger, Joe Camillus, Tom Coyle, Joyce Dennis, Marilyn 

Gans, Lori Harner, David Kennedy, Wayne O’Connor, Stuart Petersen, Jim and Sandi 

Rachal, Michelle Steiner, Stefanie Stitt, and Ilse Tebbetts 

 

Excused: Joanne Deutsch 

 

Minutes:  A motion to approve the October minutes (Michelle/David) was approved 

unanimously. 

 

Treasurers Report:  Once again, David explained, the large negative figure (more than 

$20,000) that appears on this month’s Profit-and-Loss statement is due to the advance 

payment made on equipment for the remodeled kitchen.  The good news is that, with the 

exception of the Invesco Muni Bond Fund (sold this past month), we will not have to sell 

any further securities to finance this project. The rest of the expenses will be funded by 

dividends and interest checks from the investment fund, cash flow from the bridge club, 

and Georgia’s offer to finance some of the expenses on her charge card.   

 

David also reported that he had done a comparative analysis of the unit’s income and 

expenses for the first three quarters of 2019 and 2018.  Annualizing the result showed that 

we will have saved about $20,000 this year by moving to the current facility.  A motion to 

accept the treasurer’s report (Lori/Joyce) was passed without dissent.  

 

Investment Account:  With the sale of the Invesco Fund and use of the accumulated cash 

to pay for the kitchen remodeling,  the total remaining in the investment account amounts 

to $110, 544, Tom reported.  As reported above, no further inroads will be required from 

this account to finance this project. A motion to accept the investment account report 

(David/Lori) was passed unanimously. 

 

Bridge Club News:  Including Tom’s estimate for table numbers for the rest of November, 

the 2019 table count will be down by about 125 tables for the first 11 months of this year, 

he reported. Cash flow in the checking account (about $3,700) continues positive despite 

the fact that the MVBC has transferred a total of $9,000 to the investment account this 

year. 

 

The recent sectional tournament, which drew 117.5 tables, was moderately successful, 

financially speaking, Tom reported. 

 

 

 



Unfinished Business:  

•  Kitchen remodeling – All the cabinets are here, Georgia reported, although none of the 

electric work has begun since we have not yet found an electrician.  More plumbing will 

also be required, so we do not yet know what the total cost will be.  

•  LifePointe zoning – Georgia reported that the Kettering City planning commission had 

met and issued a permit for our occupancy of the church premises.  

•  Classes – Dallas’s class is going well, Georgia reported.  Lori’s class at UD was also a 

success, Lori said, and at least one student has already joined the ACBL.  She will teach a 

bridge class at UD again in the spring. 

•  Holiday Party – Ticket prices, times, and food will be the same as last year for the 

December6th holiday party, Georgia announced.  The committee will meet on Friday.  

•  Fall Sectional – Joe reported that the sectional went well and was well received. Of 

particular note, he said, was the outstanding hospitality.  Kudos to Jim Rachal.  

•  Discipline – Tom reported that he had had a long talk with Rob Gordon, ACBL’s 

national recorder.  While he will be obliged to forward all complaints to the district and 

national levels, as manager of a unit-owned club all local complaints will henceforth be 

submitted to him (Tom); under the new regulations he will be empowered to bring together 

a disciplinary committee, if needed, to adjudicate a complaint. All results will also be 

forwarded to higher levels.  An MVBC assistant recorder will thus not be required. A 

motion to vacate last month’s motion to appoint an assistant recorder at the club level 

(Stu/Michelle) was passed without dissent.  

 

New Business: 

•  Elections – Michelle presented a slate assembled by a committee (including Beth 

Grismer and Nancy Mohan) as follows (* = incumbent) 

Officers:     President – Georgia Banziger* 

Vice President – Jim Rachal 

Secretary- Ilse Tebbetts* 

Board of Directors (five to be elected):  Tom Coyle* 

Stuart Petersen* 

Sandi Rachal* 

Roger Himmell 

Merilace Huff 

Mike Thill 

Ballots will be printed this Friday.  Voting will close on the Dec. 5.  A motion to accept 

the slate (Lori/Stefanie) was passed unanimously. 

District 11 Meeting – Georgia reported that, beginning on January 1, there will be a small 

charge for the use of the Pianola system for sending out notices of sectionals. She also 

noted that the ACBL still does not have a schedule for the nationals to be held in Columbus 

next year, but that it is expected to be issued some 10 days after Thanksgiving.  As soon as 

it comes out, we will post a sign-up sheet soliciting volunteers to help with the tournament.  

 

The next regular board meeting was scheduled for January 21, 2020 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 

 



 

 

 

   

 

  

 

 

 


