
Miami Valley Bridge Association Board Meeting 

Minutes – April 16, 2019 

 

Final 

 

Present: Georgia Banziger, Anita Brand, Joe Camillus, Tom Coyle, Joyce Dennis, Joanne, 

Deutsch, Marilyn Gans, Lori Harner, David Kennedy, Stuart Petersen, Jim Rachal, Sandi 

Rachal, Stefanie Stitt, and Ilse Tebbetts 

 

Excused: Wayne O’Connor and Michelle Steiner 

 

Minutes:  A motion to accept the minutes of the March board meeting (Stu/David) 

was passed unanimously. 

 

Treasurers Report:  David presented the current Profit and Loss Statement, which shows 

a net profit of about $150.  The checking account holds some $3,000.  The very successful 

spring sectional netted over $2,000, he reported, and added that the upcoming ST@C 

tournament should produce more revenue.  A motion to accept the treasurer’s report 

(Sandy/Joe) was passed without dissent.  

 

Investment Account: This account continues to grow slowly, but steadily, Tom noted.  As 

of yesterday its value was approaching $115,000, with close to $4,000 in cash.  Also 

readily available for use, at a day’s notice, is some $4,000 in the Invesco Municipal Bond 

fund.  Tom explained that the recent purchase of 50 Corvair chairs for the bridge club at a 

cost of approximately $5,000, will be paid for by drawing $4,000 from the investment 

account and putting about $1,000 on the MVBC credit card. Joe made a motion, seconded 

by Joyce, to accept Tom’s report and to thank the chair committee for its good work.  

The motion was passed unanimously. 

 

Bridge Center News:  While the total table count continues to lag compared to last year at 

this time (down 70 tables), Tom said, the club’s financial status continues strong with 

$6,000 currently in the checking account.  In other news of interest, Tom reported: 

- The 50 new chairs, noted above, take the place of all the old broken-down chairs, which 

have now been removed.  

- The ST@C games currently underway are expected to provide $1,400 to the unit. 

- This year’s Charity Month recipient is, once again, the Alzheimer’s Association. 

 

Ongoing Business:   

- Carpet cleaning – Tom reported that arrangements have been made to have the club’s 

maintenance man, Prince Williams, clean the carpets at the bridge center, although we 

will have to rent the equipment and buy the cleaner solution. Williams has quoted a 

price of $300; the additional expenses should not be much more than about $50.  

Together, this cost will still be markedly lower than the lowest quote Tom got from 

professional carpet cleaners.  Board members agreed that this was the best solution to 

the problem. 



- U.D. Classes – Lori submitted a proposal to U.D.’s adult education unit for a 6-week 

bridge course to be taught Mondays or Tuesdays; no definitive decisions have been 

made but indications are positive, she says.  

- Bridge Center Sign – Georgia said the sign from the old bridge center had been 

retrieved and could be installed for something less than $600 (which would include 

over $300 for a permit from the city of Kettering).  This cost would be considerably 

less than the $4,000 quoted by a sign company for provision and installation of a street-

side sign. A motion (Stu/David) to allocate $600 to install the sign was passed 

unanimously. 

 

New Business 

- Mentor/mentee program – A brief discussion about the duration and subsidizing of the 

program resulted in the following motion ((David/Lori): The unit will defray playing 

fees for mentors and mentees by $3.00/game per person for Tuesday afternoon, 

Wednesday afternoon, Thursday evening, and Friday morning games from May 1 

through the end of August.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

- Chair removal – A motion (Lori/Stu) to give Georgia’s brother-in-law, John, $30 

for removal of the old chairs was passed unanimously.  

- District 11 report – Georgia reported that it was suggested that we should create a Unit 

136 policy for subsidizing NAP winners at some percentage of the District 11 amount 

given pairs going to the spring nationals.  A somewhat confusing discussion followed 

in which questions were raised by a few knowledgeable board members concerning 

subsidies given to NAP and /or GNT players eligible for the nationals, and by whom.  

Only Georgia had a complex chart listing who (1
st
, 2

nd
, 3

rd
, and 4

th
- place winners in 

NAP and GNT games) got what (how much money) from whom (ACBL, District 11, 

and the local unit), it became too difficult for many board members to follow.  The 

discussion was tabled till the next meeting, at which time Georgia will distribute the 

chart that contains these details to all board members.   

- New computer – Georgia reported that she had consulted with former board member 

Darin Campo about what to look for in buying a new main computer. What is most 

needed, according to Darin, is more speed, which can be achieved by upgrading to 12 

gigabytes of RAM.  She has looked at several stores and seen eligible machines for up 

to about $900.  A motion (Stu/Marilyn) that Georgia and Darin be authorized to 

spend up to $975 for a new main computer was passed with one abstention. 

- August sectional – Joe has volunteered to manage this tournament. 

- Bridge Center classes - Lori submitted a request to the board for minimum 

compensation for the bridge course she teaches at the bridge center Saturday mornings. 

Students pay $90 for the 9-week course and she wants a guaranteed minimum return of 

$900 (10 students). Lori left the room for discussion of, and voting for, this proposal. A 

motion was made and seconded that if fewer than 10 students sign up, the MVBA 

will pay the difference between that number and $900; if fewer that 8 students 

sign up, the MVBA has the option of cancelling the class.  The motion was passed 

without dissent. 
 

 The next meeting will be May 21
th

.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:30. 

 


