
Miami Valley Bridge Association Board Meeting 

      Minutes –October 16, 2018 

 

                  Final 

         

The meeting was called to order at 5:05 p.m. by President Georgia Banziger 

 

Present: Georgia Banziger, Anita Brand, Joe Camillus, Tom Coyle, Joyce Dennis, Steve Forsythe, 

Marilyn Gans, Lori Harner, David Kennedy, Stuart Petersen, Jim Rachal, Sandy Rachal, Judy 

Simmons, and Ilse Tebbetts 

 

Excused: Wayne O’Connor, and Stefanie Stitt 

 

Minutes: A motion to accept the minutes as amended (Stu/Steve) was passed without dissent. 

 

Treasurers report: David presented the Profit and Loss Statement in which the picture has not 

appreciatively changed from last month.  He reported that Columbus has been paid for its share of 

the recent regional and that our updated profit from the event is close to $2,500.  Were it not for our 

moving expenses, he noted, our unit would now probably be some $500 in the black.  The cash on 

hand—some $3400—will probably see us through the end of the year, David said. A motion to 

accept the treasurer’s report (Steve/Anita) was unanimously passed. 

 

Investment report: As might be expected, Tom reported, the value of the investment portfolio took 

a $6,000 dive, primarily due to the precipitous drop in the market earlier this month.  As of today, 

however, it was on the rise again. Annual dividends from our securities will be well over $5,000, he 

estimated; in addition we can expect somewhere between $2,000 and $3,000 return of capital. 

 

Bridge Center news:  The estimated table count for October is down by about 25 tables, Tom 

reported, primarily due to the fact that the weather has gotten colder and the heat in the building has 

not been working.  For that reason, the MVBC Grand Opening, originally scheduled for this coming 

weekend, has been postponed until such time as this problem is solved. Other problems include the 

difficulty in getting hot water—though it has theoretically been repaired by the landlord, it now takes 

up to three minutes of flow in the kitchen before it heats up. Our financial status continues to be 

healthy, Tom said. The club’s current balance is about $4,000, and we have a positive cash flow of 

about $1,200. Tom also announced that new beginning bridge classes, taught by Lori Harner, started 

October 6. 

 

On-going business:  

•  Heating problem - Georgia reported in some detail about her somewhat frustrating 

negotiations with the landlord with regard to the lack of heat in the main playing area. She 

has contacted the manager of the building several times, first being assured that “we’re 

working on it,” and then getting no answer to her question about when we will get heat.  

Upon further investigation, it turns out that the area had no heat last year. Georgia also found 

a tag on the boiler saying “not safe to operate,” dated March 20, 2018—which means that the 

landlord knew there was no functioning heat in the area we proposed to rent well before the 

lease was signed in May.  



 

Georgia distributed the draft of a letter written to Lifepointe Church by attorney Anne 

Frayne, outlining the problems and findings, informing the landlord that MVBC will take 

legal action unless heat is immediately provided, and insisting on a response by the following 

Friday.  The MVBC had earlier informed the landlord that, until the hot water system was 

repaired, it would withhold the $1,000 rent owed for the 10 days of occupancy in July. The 

draft of the letter now under consideration by the board had been amended earlier to include 

the statement that the MVBC will not now pay the $1,000 rent owed for the July occupancy 

at all, due to both the water and heat problems.  A motion directing Anne to send the 

letter, as amended, (David/Tom) was passed unanimously. 

 

Another motion (David/Tom) to schedule a special board meeting a week from tonight 

at 5:30 p.m. specifically to consider any further developments regarding this issue—and 

to be cancelled if considered prudent—was passed unanimously. 

 

David made a third motion, seconded by Joyce, that the board give the executive 

committee (president, vice president, treasurer, secretary) the power to make decisions 

on this issue provided any such decision gets three favorable votes.  The motion passed 

without dissent. 

 

Georgia will investigate the possibility of holding games in one of the classrooms, which has 

its own heating system, until such time as the furnace is fixed. 

 

• Refurbishing the kitchen – Stefanie and Georgia will work with Joanne Deutsch who will 

chair a committee to look into the various suggestions for purchases to improve the kitchen.  

This project will be tabled for a while.   

 

•  Elections - Georgia noted that Wayne is willing to run for vice president, and that Steve 

and Joyce will also run again for the board.  Judy is as yet unsure but will let Stefanie know 

her decision soon.  

 

•  Holiday party – Georgia will set up a meeting of this committee for 5 p.m. next Tuesday, 

just ahead of the special board meeting.  

 

The next regular meeting of the board was scheduled for November 20. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:00 p.m.  


