
Miami Valley Bridge Association Board Meeting 

      Minutes – January 16, 2018 

 

                  Draft 

         

The meeting was called to order at 5:05 p.m. by President Georgia Banziger 

 

Present: Georgia Banziger, Anita Brand, Joyce Dennis, Tom Coyle, Steve Forsythe, Marilyn 

Gans, Lori Harner, Stuart Petersen, Judy Simmons, Stephanie Stitt, and Ilse Tebbetts 

 

Excused: Jim and Sandy Rachal, David Kennedy, and Joe Camillus 

 

Minutes:  A motion to accept the September minutes as corrected (Stuart/Steve) was 

passed without dissent. 

 

The first order of business was to welcome Stephanie Stitt to the board.   

 

Treasurers report:  Georgia announced the resignation of Jeff Gargrave as treasurer.  She will 

serve as interim treasurer, she said, until early March, when Dave Kennedy will retire from his 

job and has agreed to take on the position. She went on to explain a financial problem that has 

arisen from the fact that filing of our tax returns had fallen three years behind.  This triggered a 

notice from the IRS that we had lost our 501-C-7 nonprofit status.  Our tax returns have now 

been brought up to date and the IRS has agreed not to charge a fine.  However, the MVBA will 

have to pay $850 to have its nonprofit status reinstated.  

 

In other business, Georgia distributed several Profit-and-Loss statements for the 2017 year.  

Notable numbers included the information that, of our major events of the past year, the spring, 

summer, and winter sectionals, the regional tournament, and the ST@C event were profitable, 

garnering a total of more than $8,000.  The Christmas party lost some $400, less than last year, 

and the non-life-master sectional lost only $80.00, also less than last year when this event lost 

$300.  A total of $1,755 was in the MVBA checking account at the end of the year. 

A motion to accept the treasurer’s report (Stuart/Steve) was passed unanimously. 

 

Investment report:  Tom noted that as of today, the value of the investment account is close to 

$120,000.  The bridge club has paid back everything it borrowed from this account, as has the 

unit, which not only zeroed out its debt, but deposited an additional $500.  The cash value of the 

account sits at some $6700.  Tom said he had a three-page document which details all the 

transactions in the account for 2017, should anyone wish to see it.  A motion to accept the 

investment report (Steve/Stephanie) was passed unanimously. 

 

Bridge Center news:  Despite 216 fewer tables than last year, the club ended 2017 in the black 

by about $1,300, a figure that compares favorably with the $2,000 red ink closure of 2016, Tom 

reported.  Looking ahead, Tom said the MVBC will continue to participate in virtually all 

ACBL special events and, this coming year, will be responsible for the spring ST@C event.  

Also relatively new this coming year—in February—is an ACBL-wide R.E.A.C.H. event in 



which registered participants will be able to earn regional-level gold points while playing at the 

club.  Tom distributed flyers describing how this event works. 

 

Tom also noted that the club’s positive financial outlook, as well as the savings that will occur 

from our move to a less expensive facility, will probably make it possible to charge $8.00 for all 

special club games for which players now pay $9.00.  Lori suggested that it is perhaps time to 

raise director fees, a suggestion that was met by general agreement from board members. Steve 

offered to look into what neighboring clubs currently pay their directors and will report back.  

 

Unfinished/Ongoing Business 

 

•  Steve has been looking into the possibilities of teaching bridge classes for seniors at 

the University of Dayton and Sinclair College but was not yet ready to report. He also 

said he had read about the possibility of teaching bridge at local summer day camps, a 

matter Georgia said she would investigate. 

  

•  Georgia reported that matters are moving forward with regard to a 10-year lease for 

the LifePointe Church property, and that the church is moving forward with various 

needed repairs, such as those needed on the handicapped ramps. She will talk to them 

about peeling paint in the kitchen, as well as the possibility of mounting a lighted 

outdoor sign that would say “Miami Valley Bridge Center.”  We might share in the cost 

of the latter. 

 

New Business 

 

•  Georgia reported that Joe Camillus will chair the March sectional tournament. 

 

•  She also raised the issue of requirements for signing checks.  The by-laws currently 

require that any check written by the club for an amount over $200 or written to a club 

officer needs two signatures.  In practice, we are currently requiring that all checks, 

regardless of amount, be signed by two officers, which she says, is cumbersome and 

unnecessary.  Board members agreed.  A motion (Lori/Tom) to revert to the by-laws 

and drop the current requirement for two signatures on checks of under $200 for 

routine expenses unless they are written to a club officer, was passed without 

dissent.  

 

The next board meeting was scheduled for February 20, 2018. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:10 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


