
Miami Valley Bridge Association Board Meeting 

      Minutes – March 21, 2017 

 

                   Final 

         

The meeting was called to order at 5:05 p.m. by President Georgia Banziger 

 

Present: Georgia Banziger, Joe Camillus, Darin Campo, Tom Coyle, Joyce Dennis, Steve 

Forsythe, Jeff Gargrave, David Kennedy, Stuart Petersen, Jim and Sandy Rachal, Judy 

Simmons, Sue Stephens, and Ilse Tebbetts 

 

Excused: Marilyn Gans and Lori Harner 

 

Minutes:  A motion to accept the February minutes (Stuart/David) was passed 

unanimously. 

 

Treasurers Report:  Financials distributed by Jeff showed a net income of a little over -$2,000 

and some $1,450 in the unit’s checking account, which he said should tide us over until the 

upcoming sectional and ST@C tournaments.  Jeff also reported that $2,000 had been taken out 

of the investment account: $1,000 for the unit, and $1,000 for the bridge club.  He also noted 

that the cost of the directory, this year was $470, which was $1,400 less than the previous one 

had cost.  Recognizing that a number of people had complained about the loss of the actual 

calendar pages, Georgia said that adding them would only have cost about $140 more, a fact to 

keep in mind for the next printing.  A motion to accept the treasurer’s report (David/Steve) 

was passed without dissent.  

 

Investment Report:  Tom reported that the investment account is doing well.  The lower 

amount shown on the bar graph for 3/17 (compared to 3/4) is largely accounted for by the 

$2,000 taken out to fund unit and club expenses, while the 3/17 cash value, listed at $480, is 

likely to nearly double by the end of the month.  A motion to accept the investment report 

(Joe/Sue) was passed without dissent. 

 

Bridge Center News:  The word Tom used in his report on the current financial status of the 

MVBC was “dire.”  The club has required $1,000-infusions from the unit for each of the first 

three months of this year and, while table counts have been holding steady and even rising 

slightly, the income is not enough to offset the serious problem caused by our ever-rising rent.  

The current total in the checking account (just under $600) is not enough to cover currently 

pressing bills of over $900.    Furthermore, he said, while a clause in our lease says that our rent 

would come down when the other half of the building was leased, that has not happened; this 

will have to be negotiated if we renew the lease. Altogether, Tom pointed out that while MVBC 

operating losses totaled about $14,000 from 2008 through 2016, that total will rise to $19,000 

unless player fees are increased—his motion to that effect to be discussed later in the meeting.  

 

Old Business: 

 -- New Site Search:  The lease in our current building is up for renewal in August, 

2018.  Georgia has contacted a real estate agent to help us check out the possibility of 



finding a suitable and less expensive facility for the bridge club.  She and Jeff reported 

on their visit to the first of these possibilities and were “pleasantly surprised.”  It is 

located in a shopping center on Bigger Road near the Kettering Krogers and appears to 

be about the right size (a little smaller than the current space).  It would require some 

renovation — Jeff estimates roughly $50,000 worth — but is in good shape and includes 

basically everything we need.  The currently listed price is approximately the same as 

what we pay here, but is probably negotiable.  One obstacle is a Kettering municipal rule 

concerning eligibility for renting a commercial space, which would also have to be 

sorted out.  In any case, Jeff noted, it is important to settle some of these matters so that 

the possibilities of this property can be used as a bargaining chip in negotiating terms of 

our lease in the current building, for now and/or for the future. 

 

-- Directory:  (See the Treasurers Report) 

 

-- Spring Sectional:  Joe reported that things are going well.  Anita Brand, he said, has 

volunteered to take care of the hospitality. 

 

  -- Mentor-Mentee Program:  The start date will be May 1.  Georgia is still hoping to   

find someone who would manage the program for this year. 

 

 New Business:  Georgia welcome new members Sandy and Jim Rachal to the board. 

 

Tom reported that he had met with the finance committee, which agreed on the need to raise 

playing fees.  He made the following motion, which was seconded by David:  On behalf of 

the MVBA Finance/Investment Committee, I move to increase MVBC regular player fees 

from $7.00/session to $8.00/session, effective May 1, 2017.  Of the regular $32.00/table fees 

effective May 1, collected by game directors, rent to MVBC shall be $$23.00/table and all 

ACBL sanction fees (currently $1.00/table for regular games) will be paid to MVBC by 

directors.  Rent for Monday evening and Saturday morning sessions will be $15.00/session 

plus all applicable ACBL sanction fees.   

 

The discussion that followed centered chiefly on the question of timing.  Several people raised 

the point that the higher fees should be instituted immediately—that is, on April 1, rather than on 

May 1, while others felt that some advance notice of this increase would be better received since 

it would give members a chance to ask questions and get used to the idea.  A motion to amend 

the original motion (Jeff/Judy) by substituting the April 1 date was voted down: For-2, 

Against-9, Abstaining-2.   The original motion was passed without dissent.  

 

Because a number of people will be attending the Gatlinburg regional, next month’s board 

meeting was scheduled for the fourth Tuesday, April 25.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:20. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


