
Miami Valley Bridge Association Board Meeting 

      Minutes – February 21, 2017 

 

                   Final 

         

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by President Georgia Banziger 

 

Present: Georgia Banziger, Joe Camillus, Darin Campo, Tom Coyle, Joyce Dennis, Steve 

Forsythe, Jeff Gargrave, Lori Harner, David Kennedy, Judy Simmons, Sue Stephens, and Ilse 

Tebbetts. 

 

Excused: Jim and Sandy Rachal, Stu Petersen, and Marilyn Gans 

 

Minutes:  A motion to accept the January minutes as corrected (Dave/Sue) was passed 

unanimously. 

 

Treasurers Report:  The treasurer’s report showed a balance of close to $1,500 in the checking 

account, which Jeff said may well carry us through until the larger revenue-producing events 

later in the year.  Looking into the near future, he thought that the Spring Sectional, in March, 

might bring in some income, and projected that the upcoming STAC event would yield about 

$500.  A motion to approve the report (Tom/Lori) was passed without dissent.  

 

Investment Report: As of February 17, the investment account hit a high of about $99,000 in 

value, while the Scottrade report shows an estimated annual income of well over $3,000, Tom 

pointed out.  A motion to approve the investment report (Lori/Dave) was passed unanimously. 

 

Bridge Center News: Bridge Center finances, Tom reported, are in a “rather pathetic” state. 

The balance in the checking account stands at $738, but only after receiving a second $1,000- 

infusion from the unit.  While he projects almost $80,000 in income this year, expenses are 

likely to run about $85,000.  We would need about 300 more tables to break even, which Tom 

does not see happening.  A familiar discussion ensued concerning one of the basic causes of the 

club’s financial problems: the ever-rising costs of renting the current facility.  Georgia reported 

that attorney Ann Frayne and Jeff will talk to our landlord about this situation.  Tom has 

scheduled an investment committee meeting to discuss raising bridge-playing fees at the club as 

well as sectional tournament fees.  The committee will make a recommendation to the board 

regarding the recommended amount.  

 

Unfinished Business:  

 

  •  New Site Search:  Georgia called realtor Jean Walsh who gave her the name of a 

commercial realtor.  Georgia will talk to this person to see what other facilities might be 

available to house the bridge club. 

 

 •  Directory:  Final copy for the new directory has been sent to the printer. Georgia 

estimates that the $600 cost is considerably less than it has been before, but warned board 

members that they will hear complaints about substituting a simple list of activities for the 



actual calendar pages, often used by club members, in the past, to keep track of their own 

bridge dates.  

 

New Business: 

 

 •  District 11 meeting:  Georgia reported a schedule for the GNT:  Louisville in 2018; 

Cincinnati in 2019; and back here in 2020.  She also noted that the district is working on a 

document concerning zero tolerance, which will be available for use by bridge clubs. 

Finally, Georgia reported, the person in charge of education In District 11 is seeking to 

organize a brainstorming session on how to grow attendance, as well as suggesting the 

formation of a seminar on training teachers, to be offered at regionals.   

 

 •  Mentor/Mentee program: Georgia noted that the program was very successful last year, 

one reason being, perhaps, the offer of half-price games for mentor/mentee pairs—a 

strategy that was subsidized by the unit to the tune of $835.  Tom suggested that we 

continue to offer this perk but at a lesser discount: $10 a pair (or $12 for special games). 

The subject drew considerable debate; some members felt that mentees should pay full 

value, and that mentors should get the full amount of whatever discount is offered. A 

motion was made (Jeff/Joyce) to change the value of the mentor/mentee discount 

from half-price for each pair to $10 a pair in the Tuesday evening, Wednesday noon, 

Thursday evening, and Friday morning games, with the understanding that (1) the 

rate charged would be $12 for special games, and (2) that if the MVBC raises its 

playing fees, the mentor/mentee discount would remain the same.  Further discussion 

ensued.  A motion to end the discussion was passed with 7 in favor, 2 opposed, and 2 

abstaining.  The original motion was passed with 6 in favor, 3 opposed, and 2 abstaining.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:25 p.m. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


