
Miami Valley Bridge Association Board Meeting 

      Minutes – May 17, 2016 

         Final 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by president Georgia Banziger 

 

Present: Georgia Banziger, Barbara Bitticker, Joe Camillus, Darin Campo, Tom Coyle, Joyce 

Dennis, Steve Forsythe, Marilyn Gans, Jeff Gargrave, Lori Harner, Joe Keim, Dave Kennedy. 

Stuart Petersen, Judy Simmons, Sue Stephens and Ilse Tebbetts. 

 

Minutes:  No corrections were made to the April minutes.  A motion to accept them, as 

presented, (Lori/Joe C.) was passed without dissent.  

 

Treasurers Report:  Jeff presented the treasurers report (attached). Particularly notable were 

the profits garnered from the Stac game hosted by the MVBC and the spring sectional. The 

events netted close to $2,000 each.  While Stac fees received were listed at some $7,500, on the 

formal Profit and Loss Report, Jeff noted that it should be amended to reflect an additional 

$171.00 in outstanding fees that are yet to come.  (Kennedy/Simmons) moved to accept the 

treasurer’s report, as amended, and to extend a vote of thanks to Joe Camillus, Tom 

Coyle, and everyone else who helped to make these two events successful.  The motion was 

passed unanimously. 

 

Investment Account:  The investment report (attached), presented by Tom, showed little 

change from last month. Its cash value was listed at close to $6,000 and what Tom noted was a 

“decent” unrealized gain of $14,770 as of mid-May.  He pointed out that although it might 

appear that the account has not done very well in the eight years represented on the bar graph—

since its value today is virtually the same as it was in 2009—in fact, $16,000 was taken out of 

the account in 2012 and 2013 to fund large unit expenses.  

 

Bridge Center News:  Overall, Tom reported, the news is not good, financially speaking.  The 

April table count, has finally caught up with the same month’s count last year; however that 

number was not great.  The break-even monthly table count is 352 tables, which we have not 

yet hit this year.  The good news is that we may well achieve it in May. Tom also reported on 

two upcoming June events: the non-life master sectional and the club’s annual Longest Day 

Event from which proceeds will go to the Alzheimer’s Association.  The goal this year will be 

to raise $2,500.  

 

Tom also presented a detailed listing of MVBC expenses (attached), which come to nearly 

$7,000 a month, and do not include extraordinary needs, such as a new computer or the recent 

purchase of 192 decks of new cards.  Were it not for special events, such as sectionals, it would 

take 362 tables/month to cover these costs. One of the main problems, Tom reminded board 

members, is the annual rise in rent.  We will have to make some decisions about what to do 

when the lease runs out in 2018. This report spurred a number of comments and suggestions 

from board members:  

 Steve:  We need more members and we need to get more members to play. 



Marilyn: Bridge groups play at various country clubs in the area; perhaps we could 

attract them to play here. Maybe provide lunch? 

Lori:  Would it be possible to persuade some caterers we use to “sponsor” such games? 

Jeff:  It might be possible to attract players by offering discounts on the first four 

Wednesdays. 

Dave:  The solution seems to revolve around three words: recruitment; retention;   

activation.  Should we have a committee? 

Darin:  I’m working on an on-line survey to get some feedback on these questions. 

 

Unfinished Business:  The NLM sectional on June 11 and 12 will be chaired by Tom; Jan 

Scheppe will be hospitality chairman for the event. Tom noted that the turnout for the team 

game at last year’s NLM event was very low and proposed that this year, the winning NLM 

team get free entries for Grand National Team finals.  A motion (Coyle/Kennedy) that the 

unit set aside $100 for the winning team at the NLM sectional to pay for the opening 

session of the District 11 GNT finals to be held in Dayton in February, 2017 was passed 

without dissent. 

 

Joe Camillus has agreed to chair the summer sectional to be held August 5-7.  

 

Georgia announced that Beth Grismer has been helping to cull and organize the library books 

and that Dallas Moore will help by going through the historical tomes to decide what should 

be kept.  

 

New Business:  

Georgia laid out the schedule for the Medallion game. Players will bring dishes; the 

board will pay for chicken and Jeff will pick it up.  Dave will be the stand-by. 

 

For the special mentor/mentee games in June, July, and August, mentors will bring food 

for the first game, mentees will contribute food for the second one, and the unit will 

provide food for the last game.  

 

The membership subcommittee suggested by Dave Kennedy was appointed; members 

are Dave, Steve, and Marilyn. 

 

Joe Keim suggested that because the ACBL sanction fees have gone up so much, we 

should perhaps cancel a number of unit and special games.  Georgia replied that we have 

already done so. 

 

The next board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 14.  

 

 

 

 

 


