
Miami Valley Bridge Association Board Meeting 

      Minutes – April 19, 2016 

         Final 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:20 p.m. by president Georgia Banziger 

 

Present: Georgia Banziger, Barbara Bitticker, Joe Camillus, Darin Campo, Tom Coyle, Joyce 

Dennis, Steve Forsythe, Marilyn Gans, Jeff Gargrave, Lori Harner, Stuart Petersen, Judy 

Simmons, Sue Stephens and Ilse Tebbetts. 

 

Excused: Dave Kennedy      Absent: Joe Keim 

 

Minutes:  The April minutes were corrected.  A motion to accept the corrected minutes 

(Stu/Lori) was passed unanimously.  

 

Treasurer’s Report: Jeff Gargrave distributed a treasurer’s report that showed that the unit has 

a balance of a little over $4,000.  A motion to accept the report ((Sue/Barbara) was passed 

without dissent. 

 

Investment Account:  Tom reported that the value of the investment account has weathered the 

early-year drop in the stock market and is now in “very decent shape.” The value of its assets is 

well over $87,000, close to its all-time high. The cash value is $5,753; Tom pointed out that the 

Nuveen and Eaton funds account for most of the dividends.  Jeff noted that his research has 

yielded the information that none of the dividends, income, or capital gains from the investment 

account is taxable. A motion to accept the quarterly investment account report (Stu/Darin) 

was passed unanimously. 

 

Bridge Center News:  Tom distributed various reports (attached) showing what he called the 

“sad situation” of MVBC’s financial status thus far this year.  Basically, he said, the reasons are 

the ever-increasing rent for the facility, and the extra sanction fees for both club games and 

special events laid on the club by the ACBL this year.  He estimates that the MVBC will lose 

about $1,500 in 2016. The club checking account currently sits at $480 and is only in the black 

because of the $2,300 transferred to it in the last few months by the unit. 

 

Tom also distributed copies of a letter he had written to the ACBL in which he notes that while 

fees have gone up, masterpoint awards have gone down.  Essentially, bridge players are now 

paying more and getting less, an inevitably destructive strategy for both businesses and 

nonprofits, he points out. Georgia said that a copy of the letter will be sent out to all District 11 

clubs and clubs in major area cities. 

 

Unfinished Business:   

- Georgia announced that Tom Coyle has volunteered to chair the non-life-master 

sectional, June 11 and 12. 

- Darin will not, after all, be available to co-chair the summer section, August 5-7; David 

Kennedy may still volunteer for this task, according to Georgia. 



- Georgia announced that Tom Miller cannot take over the library because of other 

commitments.  Georgia has been slowly putting cards and pockets in the books.  

 

New Business: 

- Darin moved and Barbara seconded a motion to allocate $129 required for Jeff to 

attend the Webinar on taxes.  The motion passed unanimously. 

- Tom explained that because ACBL sanction fees for the club’s unit and charity games 

have gone up from $1.25/table to $2.25/table, the MVBC will have to raise the cost of 

these games. A motion (Tom/Barbara) to increase fees for the MVBC’s 24 annual 

unit games from $7.00 to $8.00, and to increase fees for 4 annual charity or 

grassroots games from $8.00 to $9.00, effective April 20, was passed unanimously.   
- Georgia announced that the mentor-mentee kick-off game has been moved from June 19 

to June 26.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:20.  The next board meeting will be held on May 17. 

 


