
Miami Valley Bridge Association Board Meeting 

Minutes – January 19, 2016 

Final 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by president Georgia Banziger 

 

Present: Georgia Banziger, Joe Camillus, Darin Campo, Tom Coyle, Joyce Dennis, Steve Forsythe, 

Marilyn Gans, Jeff Gargrave, Joe Keim, David Kennedy, Stuart Petersen, Judy Simmons, Sue 

Stephens, and Ilse Tebbetts. 

 

Excused: Barbara Bitticker 

 

Georgia welcomed new members Joyce Dennis and Marilyn Gans, and returning member David 

Kennedy to the board.  

 

Minutes: Three sets of minutes required approval from the board.  A motion to approve the 

October and November minutes, as written, was made (Stu/Judy) and passed unanimously.  

Several additions were made to the minutes of the membership meeting held in conjunction with the 

holiday party in December; a motion to accept these minutes, as corrected, was made (Stu/Steve) 

and passed without dissent.  

 

Investment Account: Tom presented the investment account report (attached). Particularly 

noteworthy was the $5,000 loss in the value of the investment resulting from the recent volatility in 

the market.  The bright spot was to be found in the cash value of the account ($5228.00), which had 

more than doubled since the last report, thanks to transfers of funds from the unit. Joe C. 

complimented Tom on keeping the board so well informed. A motion to accept the report 

(Steve/David) was passed without dissent. 

 

Bridge Center News:  Tom also presented several year-end reports of the MVBC finances 

(attached), which showed that the club ended the year with a deficit close to $1200.  He noted that 

most of that loss might be attributed to paying back $1,000 the unit had advanced to the club in the 

first quarter.   

 

The outlook for 2016 is a mixed bag (report attached), according to Tom. The MVBC will continue to 

offer most of the special events available from the ACBL, including three District ll ST@C’s for 

which sanction fees coming to the club will go up. The coming year, however, will be financially 

challenging, given that the table count is off to the usual slow start experienced in the first quarter, 

and the fact that our monthly rent, our largest single expense, will go up in 2016.   

 

Tom also distributed a letter he had sent to building owner Wayne Penrod (attached) asking for some 

rent reimbursement for difficulties caused by failures in the heating system in January. 

 

Treasurers Report: Jeff presented year-end profit-and-loss reports for the MVBA (attached), which 

he pointed out, showed a profit for the first time in years.  He attributed the final net income figure of 

$1,731.57 in large part to cutting expenses and making more money on events. A motion to accept 

the treasurer’s report (Steve/David) was accepted with one dissenting vote.  



 

Christmas Party & Other Events:  Georgia distributed financial reports for the Christmas Party 

(attached) which showed a loss of some $650—an amount that Jeff had pointed out earlier was a third 

of the amount we usually lose on this event.  Georgia also pointed out that the cost of tickets to the 

2015 holiday event went down from $25 to $15; had the club charged what it had charged the year 

before, the result would have been a small profit.  Georgia also presented a report of the money 

earned by the club for 2016 tournaments it had sponsored (attached), which showed a total income of 

well over $11,000.  

 

Technology:  Board members next turned their attention to proposals made by Darin to purchase 

several new pieces of computer equipment: 

 

1. A new director’s computer.  Several directors in the room talked about the “mess” that 

occurs when the current computer fails in the middle of a game, an event that happens 

with some frequency. Darin recommended the purchase of a machine priced at 

$528.40.  A motion to spend up to $550 on a new director’s computer (Stu/Steve) 

was passed without a dissenting vote.  

2. A network-attached storage device.  Darin explained that this device would 

automatically back up both computers.  It can be stored at any location away from the 

bridge center so as to avoid power problems that might cause loss of data on 

computers at the club. A motion to buy a WD 3TB Cloud Personal Network for up 

to $200 (Steve/Stu) passed without dissent. 
3.  New QuickBooks accounting software. The current QuickBooks system we are 

working with is almost 10 years old, Darin pointed out, and it is time to update.  Tom 

moved, and David seconded a motion that we spend up to $250 on the new 

software.  The motion passed without dissent. 

 

Following several announcements and a request for board members to sign up for stand-by status at 

upcoming unit games, the meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 

 


