
Miami Valley Bridge Association Board Meeting 

Minutes – February 16, 2016 

Final 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by president Georgia Banziger 

 

Present: Georgia Banziger, Joe Camillus, Darin Campo, Tom Coyle, Joyce Dennis, Jeff 

Gargrave, Lori Harner, Joe Keim, David Kennedy, Stuart Petersen, Judy Simmons, Sue 

Stephens, and Ilse Tebbetts. 

 

Excused: Barbara Bitticker, Steve Forsythe, David Kennedy; Absent:  Marilyn Gans 

 

Minutes:  The January minutes were corrected; a motion to accept the corrected version 

(Darin/Stu) was passed without dissent.  

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Jeff presented the MVBA Profit and Loss figures for January (attached).  

Expenses for the new computer equipment combined with low income left the bottom line in 

the red to the tune of  $1,479 for January.  A motion to accept the report ((Darin/Sue) was 

passed unanimously. 

 

Investment Account: Reporting on investments (attached), Tom pointed out that due to market 

volatility, the value of the account again lost ground in January.  The cash value in the account, 

however, remains fairly decent and he predicts that it will continue to rise.  Also on the 

optimistic side, Darin noted that the performance of the account is a little ahead of the market. 

The motion to accept the report (Sue/Darin) was passed unanimously.   
 

Bridge Center News:  Tom distributed a variety of reports (attached). The table count for 

January was somewhat higher than it was for the same time last year and he estimated that it 

would go substantially higher in February. Nevertheless, he predicted that the bridge center will 

likely lose about $1,500 in operations this year, as we did last year, in part due to the relentless 

rise in rent each year brings. We will likely have to have an infusion of cash from the unit as we 

did last year. Virtually all games will have standbys this year and Darin will experiment with 

various special games Tuesday nights (IMP Pairs and “Common Games”) in an effort to 

improve table counts.  Finally, Tom announced that, in response to his request, Wayne Penrod 

had returned a portion of January’s rent money in recognition of the problems caused by 

failures in the heating system last month. 

 

Unfinished Business:  Georgia announced that Joe Camillus has volunteered to chair the 

Spring Sectional May 20-22.  Chairs for the Non-Life Masters sectional, June 11-12, and the 

August Summer Sectional are still needed.  Darin reported that the new director’s computer, the 

QuickBooks program, and the back-up software have all been installed and are working well. 

 

New Business:  

 

GNT Winners. Two local teams won the District 11 Grand National Championship and 

the Flight A events, respectively, and will be attending the Nationals in Washington D.C.  



As is customary, the District will match stipends up to $500 awarded by the bridge club to 

help these teams with expenses.  Since half the members of each winning team are from 

Dayton (with half from Cincinnati), board members agreed that $250 would go to each 

team.  A motion (Tom/Darin) to appropriate $500 to the members of the teams from 

the Miami Valley Bridge Club was passed without dissent.  

 

New Ranks. Georgia announced that the ACBL has recently created two new master point 

ranks: ruby (between silver and gold), and sapphire (between gold and diamond).  These 

have been awarded, ex post facto so to speak, to a long list of MVBC players (39) who 

customarily get free plays from the MVBC when they attain new ranks in the normal 

course of events.  After some discussion, board members agreed that the standard free-

play policy should apply in these cases as well.  

 

Bridge Library.  Tom forwarded to the board a concern voiced to him by Dallas Moore 

that our bridge library of several hundred books is largely outdated and should be brought 

up to date with new volumes.  After a brief discussion, Tom moved that the board 

president appoint a librarian for the unit who would be authorized to spend up to 

$300 annually for new bridge books.  Judy seconded and the motion was passed 

without dissent. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:55 p.m. 

 


