
Miami Valley Bridge Association Board Meeting 

Minutes – May 19, 2015 

Corrected Final 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by president Georgia Banziger.  

 

Present: Barbara Bitticker, Steve Forsythe, Lori Harner, Darin Campo, Stu Petersen, Tom 

Coyle, Bev Dana, Joe Keim. Joe Camillus, Georgia Banziger, Jeff Gargrave, and Ilse Tebbetts 

 

Excused: Sue Stephens, Judy Simmons, and Joanne Deutsch; Absent: Ron Babcock; 

 

Minutes: Several corrections were made to the April minutes and a motion to accept the 

corrected minutes (Joe C./Steve) passed without dissent.  

 

Treasurer’s Report: The treasurer’s report (attached), consisting of the Januuary-May18 

profit and loss (P&L) and P&L detail, jointly prepared by Georgia and Jeff, was presented.  

Chiefly noteworthy was the operating loss of a little over $3,000, although a small fraction of 

that amount will be recoverable (e.g. a portion of the  Learn Bridge in a Day expenses to be 

reimbursed by the ACBL Education Foundation). 

 

Investment Account Report:  The investment account (report attached) is up by about $1,000 

from last month, Tom reported.  With the 4/10 withdrawal of $5,000, the cash value of the 

account is down to about $800 but Tom estimates that the cash value should be increased by 

approximately $1,500 by the end of the year.  

 

Bridge Center News: Tom presented the MVBC report (attached). With regard to club games, 

he noted that with the warmer weather and the return of people from Florida, the table count 

has been improving. Turnout for the  spring sectional, on the other hand, was dismal (98 tables 

compared to last year’s 156 tables, according to the attached report); despite that fact, however, 

Tom pointed out that profits from this year’s sectional exceeded those of last year’s, chiefly 

because we paid fees and hotel costs for only one director instead of the customary two. Tom 

noted that the board will have to give some attention to the problem of shrinking sectionals, 

though no action was taken or contemplated.  

 

Bridge Club Facility: Georgia reported that Wayne Penrod, owner of the bridge club building, 

had informed her that his business, located in the other portion of the building, urgently needs 

to expand.  He spoke of paying the club $50,000 if it could move out in the next few months.  

Jeff added that on the following day a representative from Wayne’s business told him that they 

need to move even faster and that the business might move out of the building in the next 

month or two. In the following discussion, most members thought it unlikely that we could find 

a suitable place to relocate to in such a short time, although it seemed at least worth looking 

into if the $50,000 offer were still on the table.  It was generally agreed that with the rent going 

up each year (see attached rent payment schedule) and with shrinking attendance, we may not 

need as much space; 4,000 square feet may be enough. The following motion (Stu/Tom) was 

made: Tom and Jeff will talk to Wayne about his current plans and conditions still on 

offer if the bridge club moves with dispatch; Bev will ask around among her real estate 



contacts and Georgia will consult a commercial realtor about possibilities for a suitable 

building; Georgia will report back to the board by e-mail within a week or 10 days about 

the findings. The motion was passed without dissent. (See Addendum, below). 

 

Learn Bridge in a Day:  Steve reported that this educational program drew 16 participants and 

that, in general, it was well received.  The bad news, he said, was that few people apparently 

saw or heard the ads and that there seemed little energy among the general membership for 

recruiting players.  The session should probably have been longer for the complete beginners, 

he noted. The financial report Steve distributed showed that while the program did not make 

any money, it did not cost a great deal either.  

 

Unfinished or On-going Business Briefs: 

       - There will be no meeting of the financial committee this month.  

 

- - Joe Camillus has volunteered to chair the August sectional.  The schedule of games 

will be changed to see if that improves attendance. 

 

- A schedule has been approved and the flyers are out for the non-life-master 

sectional to be held on June 13 and 14. Diane Vonderbrink and Dave Kennedy are 

co-chairs. 

 

- Dayton and Columbus co-chairs of the upcoming regional have agreed to raise the 

fee to $13/session. 

 

New Business: 

- - In an effort to beef up attendance at Friday morning games Lori/Stu moved to 

include Friday morning games among those in which mentor/mentees can play 

at half price.  The motion was passed without dissent.  

 

- Barbara forwarded a query from Pam Kiser about the possibility of having a 

handicapped club game.  The board pointed out that it would be up to Tom. 

 

- Darin reported that he had looked into buying a TV bridge-round clock timer, which 

would also list scores and announcements and could be useful for teaching.  He 

thought it could be acquired for about $1,000.  He will bring details to the next board 

meeting. 

 

-  The meeting was adjourned at 6:55 p.m. The next meeting is scheduled for June 16.  

 

Addendum:  Georgia informed the board by e-mail, shortly after the meeting, that Wayne has 

decided to move his business out of the building and that there is, therefore, no rush for the 

bridge club to move. 

 

Ilse Tebbetts 

Secretary 

 



 

 


