
Miami Valley Bridge Association Board Meeting 

Minutes – January 21, 2015 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5: 30 p.m. by President Georgia Banziger.  

 

Present:  Sue Stevens, Joe Camillus, Ron Babcock, Judith Simmons, Joe Keim, Lori Harner, 

Darin Campo, Tom Coyle, Stuart Peterson, Steve Forsythe, Joanne Deutsch, Jeff Gargrave, 

Georgia Banziger, and Ilse Tebbetts 

 

Excused:  Barbara Bitticker and Beverly Dana 

 

Georgia welcomed new members, Sue Stevens and Joe Camillus.  Darin nominated Ron 

Babcock and Judith Simmons to fill the last two open positions on the board. They were elected 

unanimously to one-year terms.  

 

A motion to accept minutes of the last meeting (Darin/Tom) was unanimously passed.  

 

Jeff submitted the treasurer’s report (profit and loss statements attached). For the year, the 

MVBC lost about $4,000, he reported, but added that, overall, the club is in good shape with 

$3600 in the checking account and a larger-than-usual amount in the investment account as a 

result of more careful spending over the last year. He also reported that he had submitted the 

annual tax return and estimated that we would receive a $50 refund. A motion to accept the 

treasurer’s report (Stuart/Sue) was passed without dissent.  

 

Tom submitted documents (attached) outlining the year-end financial data for the unit investment 

account and the MVBC, as well as a brief MVBC outlook for 2015.  With regard to the 

investments, he noted that the account has gained over $18,000 since its inception and that its 

value, now at close to $88,000, has stayed relatively constant since the move to our present 

quarters. Notable problems for MVBC finances, looking ahead, include the falling table counts 

coupled with the fact that our monthly rent will once again rise in the coming year. Joanne noted 

that the reason we stayed relatively even this year is that we raised the fees for playing and that 

the trend toward lower revenues coupled with higher expenses suggests that the board needs to 

keep this issue front and center in the coming months.  She urged that the budget committee meet 

regularly and soon. A designated time (the first Mondays after the game) was tentatively agreed 

upon by members of the committee. 

 

Georgia noted the need to appoint a treasurer annually.  A motion to re-appoint Jeff  

(Stuart/Steve) was approved with one dissenting vote. 

 

Georgia reported on finances of the 2014 Christmas party and the holiday sectional (spread 

sheets attached).  The Christmas party lost about $400 this year – a considerable improvement 

over the $2,000 more recent such events have lost.  The sectional made $335. A brief discussion 

followed around the question of making enough money to cover expenses.  Steve pointed out 

that a rule of thumb for nonprofits is that they should make 10% over expenses for new 

programs.  Tom suggested that doing something different to increase revenues for the 



sectionals—such as changing the schedules or changing stratifications—might help.  He 

volunteered to chair the December sectional.  

 

Tom, Georgia, and Darin have talked about changing strats for unit games, but reported that they 

were not ready to discuss any specific proposals yet.  

 

Steve is doing research on a program called “Learn to Play Bridge in a Day.” The ACBL 

Education Foundation has matching funds available to train teachers and do publicity for clubs 

that are interested.  Stuart noted that his brother in another city has run several Learn to Play 

Bridge programs and has some useful lessons-learned to share.  He will put Steve in touch.  

Steve agreed to come to the next board meeting with a proposal.  

 

Joe Keim raised the issue of new privacy policies issued by the ACBL.  Although the exact 

nature of these policies and how they affect the activities of the MVBA appear not to be 

altogether clear, Georgia said that the next Valley Tally will ask members to let the board know if 

they do NOT want to be listed.  

 

A motion to adjourn (Stuart/Steve) was unanimously approved at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Ilse Tebbetts 

                                                           Secretary  

 

 

 

 


