
Miami Valley Bridge Association Board Meeting 

Minutes – October 15, 2019 

 

Draft 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:15 p.m. by President Georgia Banziger.  

 

Present: Anita Brand, Georgia Banziger, Joe Camillus, Tom Coyle, Joyce Dennis, Joanne 

Deutsch, Marilyn Gans, David Kennedy, Wayne O’Connor, Jim and Sandi Rachal, 

Michelle Steiner, Stefanie Stitt, and Ilse Tebbetts 

 

Excused: Lori Harner and Stuart Petersen 

 

The first order of business was to approve various motions from the last meeting for which 

there was no quorum.  A motion to approve the August minutes as corrected, the 

treasurer’s report, and the investment report from the September 24 board meeting 

(David/Sandi) was approved unanimously.  

 

Minutes: A motion to accept the minutes of the September meeting, as corrected, 

((Michelle/Anita) was passed unanimously.  

 

Treasurers Report:  David explained that the approximately $16,000 loss posted on the 

Profit and Loss statement comes chiefly from the kitchen remodeling expenditure.  If we 

were to take advantage of the sale on which the original estimate was based, we were 

obliged to pay for most of the new cabinets and other furnishings before the sale expired 

this past month. Much of the cost for this project will be recouped by money from the 

investment fund. We still owe Columbus some $3,000 taken in at the recent regional 

tournament, David said, but our share of the overall profit will be about $3,700.  A motion 

to accept the treasurer’s report (Tom/Anita) was passed without dissent.  

 

Investment Account:  The account continues to do well, Tom reported, as it inched up to 

some $118,000 this past month, another record high. However, he pointed out, we will 

have to sell some of the securities in the account in order to help pay for the kitchen 

remodeling. 

A motion to accept the investment report ((David/Stefanie) was passed unanimously. 

 

Bridge Center News:  The table count continues to lag behind that of last year but, as Tom 

pointed out, the 325 tables estimated for this October remains considerably ahead of the 

financial break-even point, which is 255/month.  As a result the club’s finances remain in 

excellent shape; to date, for example, the MVBC has contributed some $9,000 to the unit’s 

investment account, and will contribute an additional $2,500 this week.  We should begin 

the 2020 year with about $6,000 in the club’ checking account.  

 

Unfinished Business: 

 •  Lifepoint/Kettering:  Georgia reported that the Kettering Planning Commission will 

consider the matter of granting a nonconforming use permit (or whatever official approval 



is necessary) for Lifepointe to rent a portion of its premises to the Miami Valley Bridge 

Club.  It appears from her discussions with the building manager that this will be granted.  

Georgia will follow up to obtain the agreement in writing.  

•  Kitchen remodeling:  It seems that the $20,000 voted on for this project will not be quite 

enough to cover all the costs and that an additional $1,500 may be needed to complete the 

job.  According to Joanne Deutsch, this will include roughly $600 not originally budgeted 

for items such as the dishwasher as well as paying for services such as those of an 

electrician to install new outlets. A motion to add not more than $2,000 to the original 

$20,000 budget for the kitchen renovation (Michelle/Wayne) was passed with 2 

abstentions.  The good news, according to Joanne is that we are not paying sales tax on the 

$16,000 order already placed with Home Depot, and that the price includes the plumbing 

costs to install various new appliances.  Jeff Gargrave, who attended a portion of the 

meeting, suggested that the board should negotiate some financial concessions with 

Lifepointe—perhaps in rent payments— because of the improvements we will be making 

to their building.  Georgia will look into it. 

• Classes: Georgia reported that Lori’s classes at UD and Dallas’s classes at the bridge club 

are going well.  Ryan’s class on defense, Saturday mornings at 11 needs more students and 

should be promoted.  

•  As of the first of next year, Georgia reported, ACBL has announced that disciplinary 

matters will no longer be handled by recorders, disciplinary chairs or committees at the unit 

level.  These matters will henceforth be handled at the district level. However, unit-owned 

clubs such as ours can apply to have an assistant recorder.  Tom moved, and Michelle 

seconded a motion that Georgia petition the District 11 recorder to allow us to 

appoint an assistant recorder.  Considerable discussion on this motion centered on the 

question of what an assistant recorder would do.  A two-page memo from the ACBL 

seemed somewhat unclear on the subject.  A number of board members were opposed to 

the idea of such a petition if the assistant recorder does not have any useful function.  

When the question was called the motion was passed by a 7-to-6 margin.  Georgia said 

she would call the district recorder to discover exactly what the assistant recorder does and 

then ask our current unit recorder, Gary Hattan, if he would take on that role.  

 

New Business:  

• Elections: Georgia noted the need for an election committee to recruit candidates and 

organize elections for 2020 officers and board members.  Michelle offered to organize such 

a committee, which requires three people of which two must be non-board members. A list 

of officers and board members whose terms will be up was distributed with the agenda.  

Holiday Party: Another committee is needed for the holiday party.  Volunteers included 

Georgia, Joanne Deutsch, Anita, Stefanie, and David (till the end of November).  

November Sectional:  Joe Camillus will be in charge and Jim Rachal volunteered to be the 

hospitality chair for this event.  

 

The next meeting of the board was scheduled for November 19. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:45. 

 

 



 

 


