
Miami Valley Bridge Association Board Meeting 

      Minutes –January 15, 2019 

 

                  Final 

         

The meeting was called to order at 5:07 p.m. by President Georgia Banziger 

 

Present: Georgia Banziger, Joe Camillus, Tom Coyle, Joyce Dennis, David Kennedy, Wayne 

O’Connor, Stuart Petersen, Jim Rachal, Michelle Steiner, and Ilse Tebbetts 

Excused: Anita Brand, Joanne Deutsch, Marilyn Gans, Sandy Rachal, Stefanie Stitt, and 

Lori Harner  

 

Georgia welcomed new member, Michelle Steiner, to the board.    

 

Minutes: A motion to accept the minutes of the last meeting (November, 2018), as amended, 

(Stu/Wayne) was passed without dissent. 

 

Treasurers Report: David distributed detailed profit and loss figures for the 2018 year.  The 

bottom line reflected little change from previous months continuing to show the year ending in a 

loss of well over $11,000.  The cash balance is about $2,700, David reported.  He also distributed a 

synopsis of income and expenses for the past year’s major events, which showed small (and 

expected) losses for the holiday party and the non-life master tournament, a small gain for the 

spring sectional tournament, and four-figure gains for the other sectionals, the regional, and the 

STAC events. A motion to accept the treasurer’s report (Tom/Stu) was passed unanimously. 

 

Investment Account:  As of last Friday, Tom reported, the account was valued at over $103,000, 

representing over $5,000 in gains over last month.  Were it not for the $10,000 withdrawn in 2018 

to support the unit and the club, and to help defray the expenses of the move, the value of the 

account would be close to the all-time-high achieved in 2017.  It may well be that by the end of the 

month the bridge center will be able to donate $2,000 to the investment account, Tom added. The 

cash value of the account is some $5,600, comfortably over the $5,000 recommended by the 

investment committee as desirable, he noted. A motion to accept the investment account report 

(Joyce/David) was passed unanimously. 

 

Bridge Center News:  At year’s end the table count for 2018 was about 200 lower than it had been 

at the end of 2017, Tom reported.  The club’s financial position, however, continues to be healthy 

with close to $8,000 currently in the checking account.  This is due, largely, to the fact that our 

expenses are considerably lower in the new facility, Tom said, pointing out that we now pay over 

$1,000 less in monthly rent and no longer pay for the utilities. Joe inquired what the break-even 

table count would be at LifePointe. At this juncture, Tom said, it would be 260 tables a month; his 

conservative estimate for January is 275 

 

Tom also announced that the reduction in player fees (from $9.00 to $8.00 for special games) will 

not apply in April, which is ACBL Charity Month.  

 

 



Unfinished Business:  

 

- Move to Lifepointe:  Georgia explained that the lack of snow removal in the parking 

lot during the worst snow of the season was caused by the failure of the old snow 

removal firm to appear, according to LifePointe officials. A new firm was hired which 

should take care of the problem in the future. 

 

Georgia also reported on unverified rumors that some board members have heard that 

the Lifepointe board has discussed the near-term possibility of tearing down the 

building on which we have a 10-year lease because the church may not be able to 

afford the repairs required (chiefly on the boiler and the roof) to keep it in the shape 

needed to pass municipal inspection. Clearly, we need to pursue this matter, in part 

because we are contemplating making some improvements, Georgia said.  An ad hoc 

committee was formed (David, Georgia, Wayne, and Tom) to follow up on this by 

requesting a meeting with the Life Pointe manager and two or three other Lifepointe 

trustees to sort out the truth of this matter.  

 

- UD classes:  Wayne reported that he and Lori will be meeting with officials of the 

Lifetime Learning program at UD on February 12 to discuss the possibilities of starting 

a bridge class. The University offers six session classes a quarter. The ACBL provides 

stipends for this type of instruction if the program is offered for 16 hours. Wayne is 

investigating the possibility of extending our program to, and through, a second quarter. 

 

- As chair of an ad hoc committee appointed to improve the bridge center’s 

street-frontage sign, Wayne presented the single bid received so far.  The bid 

totaled a little over $4,000 and included a new sign, installation in concrete, 

permits, and banners for events. Given the earlier question of our longevity at 

this facility, it was agreed to table the matter for the time being. 

 

- Georgia reported that the Bridge Center’s grand opening’ will be delayed to, 

an as yet undetermined, more suitable date. She also indicated, that in 

consultation with the chair for the March sectional, Joe Camillus, the start 

times for various events are being moved to allow out-of-town participants 

time to arrive.  

 

- An ad hoc committee was appointed to investigate improving the bridge 

center’s chairs, tables, kitchen area, and sundry fixes to existing equipment. 

The committee includes David, Joanne, Stefanie, Tom, Georgia, and Stu 

Petersen and is set to meet January 22 at 5 o’clock. 

 

- Tom Coyle, reported on various quotes obtained for getting our carpets 

cleaned. They were discussed, and further quotes are being sought. 

 

The next meeting of the board was scheduled for February 19, 2019. 

 

The meeting was adjourned. 



  

 

 

 


