
Miami Valley Bridge Association Board Meeting 

      Minutes – February, 2018 

 

                  Final 

         

The meeting was called to order at 5:05 p.m. by President Georgia Banziger 

 

Present: Georgia Banziger, Anita Brand, Joe Camillus, Joyce Dennis, Tom Coyle, Steve Forsythe, 

Lori Harner, David Kennedy, Wayne  O’Connor, Stuart Petersen, Judy Simmons, Stephanie Stitt, 

and Ilse Tebbetts 

 

Excused: Jim and Sandy Rachal, Marilyn Gans 

 

Minutes:  A motion to accept the January minutes as corrected (Stuart/Joyce) was passed 

without dissent. 

 

Treasurers Report: In her role as acting treasurer, Georgia highlighted items on the Profit and 

Loss statement. The negative balance of roughly $2500 reflects the fact that we have not yet had 

any revenue-producing events this year. Larger non-recurring expenditures shown on the report for 

this month include repair of the dealing machine ($825) and the fee for re-instating our 501-C7 

status.  Balance in the checking account is some $800.  A motion to accept the treasurer’s report 

(Steve/Dave) was passed without dissent. 

 

Investment Report:  Tom noted that the cash value of the account, now at approximately $6,000, 

would be $1,000 higher if we had not withdrawn money for Unit operations last month.  By the end 

of the quarter, he estimates that the cash value will be at about $8,000.  Tom also reported that as of 

February 26, Scottrade officially becomes TDAmeritrade, a transformation that will have no effect 

on our account.  A motion to accept the investment report (Lori/Dave) was passed 

unanimously. 

 

Bridge Center News:  Tom reported that bad weather in January was the likely reason for 

January’s lower table count (25) compared to the same time last year, but that we are on track to do 

25 tables better than last year in February. Our finances are in very good shape, he said: the MVBC 

has returned the $3,000 it borrowed from the unit/investment accounts and ended 2017 with a net 

income of approximate $1,300. The ACBL REACH event drew very few players here, probably 

due to the bracketing scheme, which disadvantages our club, Tom said. He will write to the ACBL 

to let them know that unless that is changed, we will probably not participate again.  We will 

sponsor the District 11 ST@C games to be held here in April.  Finally, Tom reported that the 

MVBC received an award from the Alzheimer’s Association as the top contributor to the Longest 

Day program in the Dayton area. Our contribution was $2,165. 

 

Ongoing Business: 

---  Move to Lifepointe Church: Georgia reported that the proposed lease is drafted and is currently 

being looked at by our lawyer, Anne Frayne. Terms and language are being negotiated with 

officials at Lifepointe although these concern relatively minor matters of legal and technical 

language, Georgia said.  



 

 

---  Nonprofit Tax Status: Our application for reinstatement of the MVBA’s nonprofit tax status 

has been completed and mailed in, Georgia announced.  Dave pointed out that this application was 

a very lengthy, complex document and called for a round of applause for Georgia.  Board members 

enthusiastically complied. 

 

New Business: 

---  New Treasurer:  Georgia reported that Dave Kennedy will assume the position of treasurer on 

March 1 and that the board will now have to fill Dave’s position on the board.  A motion to 

appoint Wayne O’Connor to the board for the rest of 2018 (Stu/Judy) was passed 

unanimously.  It was also necessary to accept Dave’s resignation as vice-president and to appoint 

another board member to that position.  A motion to appoint Joe Camillus to fill in as vice 

president for the remainder of the year (Lori/Joyce) was also passed without dissent.  

 

---  Recent Offer from Landlord: Tom relayed to the board a recent verbal offer from Wayne 

Penrod to reduce the club’s rent at the Presidential facility by 10%, to maintain that amount for the 

next five years, and to contribute $7,500 for replacement of the carpet if the board renewed the 

lease.  Both Tom and Georgia distributed analyses containing comparative figures.  Basically, they 

showed that if we accepted Wayne’s offer, we would achieve a year-end suplus of $5,000-$6,000, 

at least for the next five years. Estimated surplus for the Lifepointe offer would run roughly three 

times higher, according to Georgia’s figures.   

      Dave proposed, and Stu seconded, the following motion: As a board, we will entertain any 

and all competitive written offers up until such time that we sign a formal contract, which will 

likely occur in the next few weeks.  We need to reject the current verbal 10% reduction offer 

to stay, as it is not competitive with the offer we have negotiated with LifePointe.  Should 

there be future written proposals for us to consider, two additional points would need to be 

addressed: (1) What are the terms of the renewal options beyond the five year-period of the 

current offer? (2) What considerations, if any, are there for utilities and other shared costs? 

 Considerable discussion made it clear that members generally agreed that while “we like this 

place, we don’t like it three times as much.”  A number of members pointed out that higher profits 

would make it possible to think about lowering player fees and/or raising the pay for directors and 

other employees who have worked for many years without a raise.   The motion was passed with 

12 in favor and 1 opposed.  

Joe moved and Tom seconded a motion to ask Jeff Gargrave to convey a written copy of 

this motion to Wayne to continue the discussion.  The motion passed with 12 in favor and 1 

opposed.  

A motion to call a special meeting in two weeks (Joe/Lori) to review any written offers 

from Wayne was passed unanimously.  

 

ACBL Action:  Georgia reported that the ACBL had sent a letter to tournament coordinators 

and unit presidents announcing that people will no longer be able to play in our tournaments 

without joining the ACBL, although it will be possible to obtain a temporary one-month 

membership for $7.99.  

 

The next regularly scheduled meeting will be on March 20.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:15.   



 

 

 

  


