
Miami Valley Bridge Association Board Meeting 

      Minutes – September 19, 2017 

 

                  Final 

         

The meeting was called to order at 5:05 p.m. by President Georgia Banziger 

 

Present: Georgia Banziger, Anita Brand, Joe Camillus, Joyce Dennis, Tom Coyle, Steve 

Forsythe, Marilyn Gans, Jeff Gargrave, Lori Harner, Jim and Sandy Rachal, Judy Simmons, Sue 

Stephens, and Ilse Tebbetts 

 

Excused: Stuart Petersen and Dave Kennedy 

 

Minutes:  A motion to accept the minutes as presented (Judy/Sue) was passed without 

dissent. 

 

Treasurers Report:  Jeff reported that, following recent, profitable sectional and regional 

tournaments, the unit is in good financial shape.  When income and expenses from last month’s 

regional are sorted out, he said, it’s likely we will be able to pay back funds borrowed from the 

investment account earlier this year, while keeping three to four thousand dollars in the Unit 

checking account.  A motion to accept the treasurer’s report (Steve/Sue) was passed 

unanimously. 

 

Investment Report:  Thanks in part to the rising market, the investment account continues to 

grow, Tom reported.  Today, its value reached $105,000.  With the addition of dividends to 

come at the end of the month, the cash value will be over $3,000.  Dividends, close to 

$5,000/year at this point, may be enhanced by a long-term capital gain payment of about 

$1,500, Tom said.  He also reported that Scottrade, the financial firm currently handling our 

money, has been acquired by TD Ameritrade; this should have no special affect on us, Tom 

noted.  A motion to accept the investment report (Judy/Joyce) was passed unanimously. 

 

Bridge Center News:  While it continues to be of concern that the table count is down by about 

80 tables compared to this time last year, Tom noted that, thanks to the raise in playing fees, the 

club is in good financial shape, with some $3,000 currently in the checking account.  He 

anticipates that the MVBC will soon be able to return the last $1,000 it borrowed from the unit, 

providing that we can keep the checking account at its present level. Tom also announced that, 

starting immediately, we will implement new ACBL rules, which now ban use of the “Stop” 

card and “skip bid” announcements. Players will still be required to pause briefly after skip 

bids. These and numerous other ACBL rule changes have been furnished to directors. Finally, 

Tom reported that beginning bridge classes based on the 2-over-1 bidding system, taught by 

Jeff, started last Saturday with 15 students and has taken the place of the Saturday A.M. game. 

 

Unfinished Business: 

 •  New site search – Georgia and several other board members visited a potential site—the 

Life Point Church on Marshall just south of David—and reported that they were all 

impressed with its possibilities, and with the fact that it might not take more than $10,000 to 



make needed renovations.  The main area is some 2800 square feet, less than the current 

facility, but additional spaces in the form of 10 classrooms, are available.  The site has a 

kitchen, a living room area, adequate rest rooms, a huge parking lot with excellent lighting, 

and its own entrance.  While no exact figures have been negotiated, the numbers that have 

been talked about appear to be considerably lower than the ever-rising rent we are paying at 

the present venue. Several more board members were interested in visiting the site; Georgia 

set 3:30 p.m. Friday, after the game, as a time she would arrange for another site visit for 

anyone who would like to go. She also noted that she and Jeff have an appointment next 

week to discuss renewal of our current lease with a representative of the landlord.  

 

 •  September regional - Georgia reported that although the table count was down slightly 

(about a dozen tables) and we took in a little less money, expenses were also down a bit so 

that in the end, we will probably show a somewhat bigger profit.  Other area regionals were 

also down this year, she noted, and we did well to draw so close to last year’s table count. 

 

New Business: 

 • Elections – Marilyn volunteered to take over the chairmanship (chairpersonship?) of this 

committee from Joyce, who has held it for several years. Georgia noted that four slots on the 

board will be open—Darin (who has left the board) and incumbents Joe, Lori, and Sue 

whose terms are up. She urged the three incumbents to re-up but, in either case, to please 

inform the elections chair of their decisions as soon as possible.  

 

 • December Sectional Chair – Seeking a chair for this tournament, scheduled for the first 

week in December, Georgia asked Joe if he would do it again this year.  Joe says he will 

think about it.   

 

 •  Christmas Party – Georgia and Sandy will co-chair this event. Lori and Judy offered to 

serve on the committee.  Georgia scheduled a tentative meeting on October 5. 

 

 •  Chairs (furniture) – Replacement parts for 10 damaged chairs have arrived and need to 

be installed.  Lori suggested that her son might be interested in doing the job for a small fee 

and the board agreed informally to expend $50 for the purpose. 

 

The next board meeting is scheduled for October 17.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:10 p.m. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


