
Miami Valley Bridge Association Board Meeting 

      Minutes – October 17, 2017 

 

                  Draft 

         

The meeting was called to order at 5:10 p.m. by President Georgia Banziger 

 

Present: Georgia Banziger, Anita Brand, Joe Camillus, Joyce Dennis, Tom Coyle, Steve 

Forsythe, Marilyn Gans, Jeff Gargrave, Lori Harner, Dave Kennedy, Stuart Petersen, Judy 

Simmons, Sue Stephens, and Ilse Tebbetts 

 

Excused: Jim and Sandy Rachal 

 

Minutes:  A motion to accept the September minutes as corrected (Judy/Sue) was passed 

without dissent. 

 

Treasurers Report:  Jeff distributed the treasurer’s report, which showed a balance of close to 

$4,000.  Georgia reported that numbers for the August Regional were still in flux. On the one 

hand expenses were almost $2,000 more than originally reported; on the other hand, it turned 

out that we overpaid the Columbus club by something like $1,000.  Multiple adjustments will 

be made, with final figures probably available at the next meeting.  A motion to accept the 

report (Dave/Joyce) was passed unanimously.   

 

Investment Report:  Our investment account continues to do well, having risen in value by 

about $1,000 in the last month, according to Tom. The cash value shown on the report (a little 

over $3,000) has since been augmented by another $1,000 returned to the account by the Unit. 

A motion to accept the investment report (Dave/Lori) was passed unanimously. 

 

Bridge Center News:  The table counts continue to lag somewhat behind comparable months 

last year, Tom reported, but thanks to the player fee increase that went into effect in May, the 

club’s cash flow continues to do well.  Tom expects to pay back the last $1,000 owed to the 

Unit later this month, and to start 2018 with some $3,000 in the checking account.  An 

anonymous gift in excess of $500 enabled him to buy new bidding box cards for 20 tables, he 

said. Steve noted that these have been much appreciated by players.  Tom also reported that the 

revised 2017 Laws of Duplicate Bridge are in effect now, and that directors have been notified 

of the extensive changes. 

 

December Sectional:  Joe Camillus, who is chairing the event, reported that plans are 

underway.  Anita has volunteered to take care of the hospitality.  Joe is sending out flyers.  Tom 

added that he has sent offers to bridge groups in Columbus, Cincinnati, and Northern Kentucky 

to provide a free play for four non-life master players from each club. 

 

Christmas Party:  Lori reported on behalf of the committee that it had decided on roughly the 

same format as last year’s: MVBC will provide “heavy” hors d’oeuvres and cake, and will ask 

each pair to bring hors d’oeuvres as well.  The price will be raised to $18 for the dinner and 



game, and $10 for the dinner alone.  There will be the usual open bar.  For those who are 

worried about driving on a winter night, the committee will try to help find rides.  

 

Elections: All incumbent board candidates, except Sue, will be running again.  Marilyn has not 

yet found a candidate to run for the open position.  Audrey Dybvad and Vickie Sebastian have 

offered to count the ballots.  

 

New Site Search: Georgia distributed a proposed lease agreement from Lifepointe Church, 

which listed the various spaces that would be available to the MVBC as well as the services and 

alterations to be covered by the landlord.  Accompanying these items was a detailed financial 

chart showing comparative rent costs for the next 15 years both at LifePointe and at our current 

facility. MVBC will save sine $14,000 the first year of the lease in rent alone by moving to 

LifePointe. Coverage of utilities by the church will save something like another $1,000 a month.  

Various board members who have seen the church facility have been impressed with its 

amenities. One of the major disadvantages of the church facility as it now stands is the poor 

lighting in what would be the main playing area, but the church will install LED lights at their 

expense, in addition to paying for some other renovations, such as new and/or patched 

carpeting. As a result, moving and renovation costs will be considerably less than board 

members had originally thought they might be.  Our current lease runs through August, but the 

landlord has indicated that he may have another tenant prepared to move in before that. 

LifePointe, however is willing to wait until August if need be.  

 

While some other matters remain to be taken care of (such as showing the proposed lease to our 

attorney) board members agreed to take a straw vote.  The following motion was made by 

Dave and seconded by Judy:  “Based on information we have discovered so far, the board 

is seriously interested in moving the MVBC to the facility offered by LifePointe Church 

and authorizes Georgia to continue discussions with the church.”  The motion was 

unanimously passed.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 


