
Miami Valley Bridge Association Board Meeting 

      Minutes – November 15, 2016 

 

                   Final 

         

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by president Georgia Banziger. 

 

Present: Georgia Banziger, Joe Camillus, Tom Coyle, Joyce Dennis, Marilyn Gans, Lori 

Harner, Joe Keim, Dave Kennedy, Stu Petersen, Judy Simmons, Sue Stephens, and Ilse 

Tebbetts 

 

Excused: Barbara Bitticker, Darin Campo, Jeff Gargrave, and Steve Forsythe 

 

Minutes:  The October minutes were corrected. A motion to accept the revised minutes 

(Lori/Marilyn) was passed unanimously. 

 

Treasurers Report:  In Jeff’s absence Georgia presented the Jan.-Nov. Profit-and-Loss 

statement, which showed a net loss of about $100.  This will be remedied shortly by expected 

income, Georgia noted. A motion to accept the report (Judy/Sue) was passed without 

dissent.  

 

Investment Report:  Tom presented the investment report, which currently shows an all-time 

high value of close to $92,000.  Tom reported that the investment committee made the changes 

approved by the board at its last meeting, to whit: liquidating our holdings in the American 

Bond Fund and splitting the money between two higher-yielding income funds in the account. 

He also reported that the account was moved from Morgan Stanley to Scotttrade, a move that 

should pay off considerably better for the MVBA. For example, Tom explained, Morgan 

Stanley charged very high fees for the above described sell/buy transaction. Scotttrade would 

have charged a small fraction of that amount; more importantly, our new broker charges no 

annual maintenance fee. A motion to accept the Investment Report, including 

acknowledgment by the board of the investment account move from Morgan Stanley to 

Scotttrade (David/Sue) was passed without dissent. 

 

Bridge Center News:  Monthly table counts have been edging up, Tom reported.  The total for 

the year, to date, is up from last year. One reason for growing table counts is a 60% rise in the 

Friday morning game, and in general, numbers of active newer players.  The goal is to try to get 

to over 4,000 tables by the end of December, Tom said.  The current balance in the checking 

account is $1,310, though expenses will bring it down to about $350 by the end of the month.  

Tom hopes to have a year-end balance of $1,000.  Tom reminded the board that we will be 

hosting the Grand National Team finals at the end of February. A practice Swiss Team game 

will be held in January with another practice for Flight C teams is a possibility for February.  

Tom moved that the Unit sponsor such an additional Flight C practice and that the 

winning team in that event be awarded $100 toward entrance fees in the finals.  Judy 

seconded.  The motion was passed unanimously. 

 

 



Unfinished Business:  

- Georgia reported that although the final figures are not yet in for the recent 

regional tournament, she estimated that our profit from that event will be about 

$3,500. 

- There is nothing new to report, she said, on prospects for a new bridge center 

site. She will follow up on one small lead.  

- Plans for the Christmas party are well underway.  Georgia passed out a sign-up 

sheet for food donations; as well, each pair of attendees will be asked to bring a 

plate of hors d’oeuvres. Ticket prices will be $15 for the event, with party-only 

tickets at $10 and game-only tickets $8. 

- Georgia noted that Anita Brand is eligible to run for a board position.  Elections 

will begin next week.  

 

New Business:   

- Joe has distributed flyers for the upcoming winter sectional.  He may need some 

help for the event. 

- Georgia and Joyce attended the recent District 11 meeting. Georgia reported that 

while we applied to have the GNT again here in the next two years, Cincinnati 

and Louisville also applied.  The event will go to Louisville in 2018 and to 

Cincinnati in 2019.  It will come here again in 2020.  In 2020, Columbus will 

host the nationals.  Georgia also noted that District 11 has an ethics publication 

that we can use if we need it.  

- Lori asked if we were putting out a new directory this year. Georgia thought that 

we had been moving away from a printed directory, but ensuing board discussion 

made it clear that board members want to retain a printed version, though they 

agreed that we do not need all the calendar pages.  A motion (Tom/Marilyn), 

with an amendment (Lori/Dave) to publish a two-year unit directory for 

2017/18 which will eliminate the calendar pages and substitute an 

“important dates” section was passed without dissent. 

-   

The next board meeting is scheduled for January 17, 2017. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:15 p.m.   

 

 

 

 


