
Miami Valley Bridge Association Board Meeting 

      Minutes – June 14, 2016 

         Final 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by president Georgia Banziger 

 

Present: Georgia Banziger, Joe Camillus, Tom Coyle, Joyce Dennis, Steve Forsythe, Marilyn 

Gans, Jeff Gargrave, Lori Harner, Joe Keim, Dave Kennedy. Judy Simmons, and Ilse Tebbetts. 

 

 Excused: Darin Campo, Stu Petersen             Absent:  Barbara Bitticker, Sue Stephens 

 

Minutes:  Several corrections were made to the April minutes.  A motion to accept them, as 

corrected, (Lori/Joe C.) was passed without dissent.  

 

Treasurers Report:  The treasurers report (attached) was presented by Jeff, who noted that the 

relatively comfortable balance in the checking account (close to $2,000) is in large part due to 

the $1,500 transferred to the account from the investment account.  He explained that we have 

started incurring expenses for the upcoming regional and have, of course, not yet reaped the 

expected income.  A motion to accept the treasurers report (Tom/Joe C.) was passed 

unanimously. 

 

Investment Report:  Tom distributed the usual bar graph illustrating the state of the investment 

account (attached).  Although the June cash value looked as though the account has been 

stagnant for the past month, in fact, it had grown by $1,500 (the amount transferred to the unit 

checking account, as noted above).  The unrealized gain of over $15,000 is up by about $1,000 

from a month ago, Tom pointed out.  He anticipates that by year’s end two of the funds in the 

account will spin off cash.  A motion to accept the investment report (Dave/Steve) was 

passed without dissent. 

 

Bridge Center News: Tom reported that while cash is still tight for the club, the past month 

was a good one; the number of tables he estimates for the whole month slightly outnumbers last 

year’s June table count.  He estimates that July will be even better and that we will likely be 

able to pay back money that was advanced to us by the unit earlier this year.  

 

Turnout for the NLM tournament was a little disappointing, drawing 5 and 1/2 fewer tables for 

the pairs event and the same 6 tables for the team event.  It’s possible, he said, that bad timing 

(following on the heels of the Cincinnati regional) was the culprit.  He suggested the possibility 

of changing the 2
nd

 day event next year from a team game to IMP pairs on the theory that a two-

session game is more grueling than comfortable for this group of players. A talk by Ryan 

Schultz about behavior and ethics was very well received, Tom reported. 

 

He reminded members of the upcoming Longest Day event to benefit the Alzheimers 

Association.  Marilyn recalled that a person from the association delivered some introductory 

remarks before the morning game last year and thought this might be an effective way to raise a 

little more money.  Tom will try to get someone for this year’s event.  

 



Unfinished (and Ongoing) Business:   

 

Georgia presented a letter to the board (attached) sent by one of the teams that had played in the 

NLM tournament, expressing thanks and appreciation for sponsoring the event, recognizing 

difficulties caused by the relatively low turnout, but urging its continuation as a signal service to 

the numbers of NML players.  

 

Georgia also announced that flyers have been distributed for the August sectional and that an 

email “blast” will go out soon.  

 

New Business 

 

A beautifully designed flyer for the fall regional (attached) was distributed—its theme, “Ohio 

Pioneers of Aviation” illustrated by photos of the Wright Brothers and carried out in the 

schedule by naming all the events for astronauts born in Ohio.  

 

Georgia and Joyce reported on the District 11 meeting they recently attended in Cincinnati: 

 

• District 11 will draw from the grassroots fund to pay for qualified winners of GNT and 

NAP events in four categories to go to the nationals. 

 

• Extra funds were approved promoting these events at the district level (an action that 

will benefit the MVBC, Dave noted, since we will be hosting the two-day local GNT 

event in 2017.) 

 

•  Fort Wayne, which has been looking for another affiliation, would like to join District 

11 (which, Tom pointed out, will boost our STAC games).  

 

•  Two people are running for District director, Georgia reported: Beth Reid and A.J. 

Stephani.  Georgia and Tom, respectively, gave board members some background on 

these candidates. There appeared to be some confusion over how the votes from the 

various boards in the district would be counted; Tom and Georgia will look into it.  

 

Steve brought up the question of whether it would be worthwhile to establish a better 

connection with other clubs in the district, such as Lima or Bellefontaine by attending games at 

one another’s facilities.  Tom said it had been tried a few years ago without much success.  

Georgia offered to find a partner to go up to Lima’s next “Bridge in a Barn” game with the 

Forsythes to test the waters. 

 

Joyce mentioned that she had received a complaint about a director offering to play with 

someone missing a partner.  A brief discussion showed that, in general, board members feel that 

this practice is OK to make up a table, but not to create an extra pair.  In any case, several 

people pointed out, this is not a board decision.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:15 p.m.  The next board meeting is scheduled for July 19. 

 



 

 


