
Miami Valley Bridge Association Board Meeting 

Minutes – April 21, 2015 

(Corrected Final) 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5: 30 p.m. by president Georgia Banziger.  

 

Present: Barbara Bitticker, Steve Forsyte, Lori Harner, Darin Campo, Stu Petersen, Judy 

Simmons, Ron Babcock, Tom Coyle, Bev Dana, Joe Keim. Joe Camillus, and Ilse Tebbetts 

 

Excused: Sue Stephens and Jeff Gargrave 

 

Minutes: Several corrections were made to the March minutes and a motion to accept the 

corrected minutes (Stu/Lori) passed without dissent.  

 

Treasurer’s Report: In the absence of Jeff, who was out of town, the treasurer’s report was 

prepared and presented by Georgia who distributed a balance sheet (as of 3/31/15), a profit-

and-loss detail (Jan.-Mar. 2015) and summary (1/1/15-4/20/15), and a listing of credit card 

expenditures (1/1/15-4/20/15) for the MVBA (attached). She pointed out that the apparent 

profit reflected in the P&L detail was illusory since major bills incurred in the first quarter had 

not yet been paid.  With payment of some $3,700 for STAC expenses and almost $3,000 for 

the new chairs, the first quarter losses came to a little over $3,000. A motion to accept the 

treasurer’s report (Lori/Darin) was passed without dissent. Following a brief discussion 

board members agreed that they wanted to see the same amount of detail regarding MVBC 

finances in the treasurer’s report every month. (The balance sheet, they agreed, could be 

presented quarterly.) 

 

Investment Account: Tom distributed a graph showing the status of the investment account 

from 1/1/14 to date, as well as two pages of detail about the account activity (attached). The 

big dip for April, he explained, is due to the fact that the unit withdrew $5,000 to pay bills.  

The account is still almost $20,000 ahead (from the time of purchase), Tom pointed out. A 

motion to accept the investment account report (Bev/Joe C.) was passed without dissent.  

 

Bridge Club News:  Tom distributed reports of MVBC activities and finances (attached). He 

noted that table counts seem to be slowly rising and anticipates that by the end of this month, it 

will be slightly better than it was in April last year.  The cash-flow report showed a net loss of 

approximately $2,300—which would have been worse, he pointed out, except for a $1,000-

transfer from the unit.  He also reported that (1) the Wednesday night game, for which the 

player limit has been raised from 199 to 299 points, is doing well with a steady  7 to 8 tables, 

(2) after some consideration the stratifications for the 28 unit games this year will not be 

changed, and (3) he anticipates that we will raise some $2,500 for Alzheimers Disease by the 

end of June, surpassing our goal of $2,000.  

 

Financial Committee: Georgia announced that the financial committee had met and, after 

some discussion, reached the conclusion that we are doing as much as we can to keep expenses 

down.  The committee will continue to meet regularly on the first Monday of each month.  



Georgia said she would talk to the Columbus co-chair about raising the fee for the upcoming 

regional.  

June 13-14 Sectional: Georgia reported that the MVBC has received approval for the non-life-

master sectional to be held at the MVBC in June.  Diane VonderBrink and Dave Kennedy are 

co-chairs.  

 

“Learn Bridge in a Day”: Steve described recruitment strategies for the “Learn Bridge in a 

Day” classes. He showed the board a flyer that has been designed, and proposed a contest for 

current bridge players to encourage them to recruit for the classes.  The winner would get five 

free plays while second and third place recruiters would get three and one free play 

respectively.  A motion proposing that the unit spring for $65 to pay for the prizes 

(Steve/Judy) was passed without dissent. 

 

Mentor/Mentee Program: Donna Moore was recognized for the great job she is doing pairing 

up mentors with new players.  Judy has heard some objections to holding the official 

mentor/mentee games on Sundays and inquired whether the dates could be changed, but since 

the dates have been publicized, they can’t be changed this year. Lori inquired about subsidizing 

playing fees for mentors and mentees.  A motion for the unit to subsidize half-price fees for 

mentor/mentee pairs officially registered for the program and playing Wednesday noon 

and Tuesday and Thursday evening beginning May 1 and ending August 20 (Tom/Lori) 

was passed with two abstentions.  

 

August Sectional:  Georgia renewed her plea for a volunteer(s) to chair the August 28-30 

sectional tournament, but had no takers.   

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 p.m.  

 

Ilse Tebbetts 

Secretary 


